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H*3 Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. 


M *t.: 

I have received under date Die 23th ultino 
advices from the British Receiver of Liberian Cus¬ 
toms rst 5r:ir.' r.aua (! r . am) r* porting a some 
that serious outbreak of intertribal tar between 
the POLO people and tre KR'.'R residing on the fru 
Coast between Riffu and Sasotown. I have marked 
the disturbed area- red on the .accoapanying map. 

It appears that two oif t< roe yeers ago the 
BOLOS* who seem to be a n somewhat tur¬ 

bulent tribe, came down in a body from to inter¬ 
ior of Liberie and took up ..fair abode on the 'ru 
Coast where, d'-spite eonsiderable opposition from 
the origin! inhabitants, t oy lost no time in 
o3tr.bli.ij i".* viUnite::; A.* tire r«-nt on serious 

differences arose between the sPUS and tie B0L03 

■ 

who' were apparently ao far satisfied with their 

nets 3ur. oun ‘ iris toot they invited a few f tore hordes 

« * 

of interior savagea down to join t - , and display- 
ad a somewhat eru arrisaing lea ire for expar lion —- a 
desire sxtre: oly Sis tasteful to t.i <ir r.ow bitterly 
unfriendly neighbours the K", f. . 

That precipitated t.g crisis is not kr. •»«; but 
following opofi a protraotoa period of fierce recrim¬ 
ination art.' Java..a threats, tho BOLO people rose 

on 














on Pecer.bor 301h tit' the intention of widening 


their bordern by the s triple expo 1. lent of burn inf' 


down the town of HIFPV together with its surround- 
irr villages, Unhrr iiy for t’or., however, their 
pinup were to t>e XJHJP of TJIF^U, jrho 

lost *o « ir-.e in rec>?rinf the aid end adherence of 
their hire.! on fror. the neifhVnnfinn sett Orient of 
PfTTOU, oc thgt when the PC 10 people narch«d out 
of their villrgo;: to destroy tie former the. »<## 
roc oi vex' Tith volltM of ruskotry* find a 

ihrr.. fight of half on hour's duration fell bach 
11 on their ’ottlerontr parry in their wounded with 
then but with a lo-n reported at from eighty to 
one hundred killed. The KPP lot-res are stated 
to have beer only sever: or eight Milled* but of 
this there i<* no oorfirarticn. 

Tnoronfter desultory so-c -Iled ft hting has 
boor in progress which*, nor « ' prcpdrly sneaking 
resolves itself into a series of cowardly nurdors; 


but, writing again on the 14tb instant. Mr Sharp* 


■ “ ‘ '- * imm -re conflicts have 




driven I ':c' to tu* interior whence they cni.o whore 


. war is still proceeding. 

1'r gb*irpe Sv'ls that during tie first fight (or 
T sum esc it Piuat have been then), several factor¬ 


ies were burned iiovn; but is to whether these woro 


the property of 'iurouenn trading concerns or not 












No.19/14. 





British Conaulntc General, 
Monrovia, 26th February, 1014. 

' ir:- 

I , 0 ^ 

-ith reference to t o asbjeot oi‘ my de Match No, 
10, of t* 1 ith ulti o, reporting native unrest anonp 
the KR1J tribes in the River C- strict of the Lib¬ 

erian Republic, I have non the honour to report that, 
flo the result of a sar.ewh «t adroit measure token by 
tr.e Sxec’itivo Govern 1 .ant, l ere is a prospect of the 
early restoration o ]<m - r in the disturbed 

area. 

Hatfcr C.TodnK, nil it rv ditachd to the American 
Lent ion here .wlros- oornootion with the ratter has 
already been rtec, succeeded recently in per- 
au dm* t»o infli • 4 ;al he»t on of the 'BITTAH 
tribe ,of KRUS r.ared Nil'Ll and FAOTI, participators 
in tiie uprisin, , vho 3 e numerous f'ollowe-s sore act- 
ir iiv in a ran rt.--i-.it the 'Tov.mi .-it, to proceed to 
Liberia for the purpose of . in t : their f:ri«v- 

anoeg wit ident Howard. , The deliberations, 
which have Hrtod t roe or four days, concluded 
last e ,r ’ inf , and result* in a cnnf>l ito Oi’reetRnt 
h«in,' reached, and in the signature of u set of Art- 
ici"; intend id to serve na a bum Tor i permanent 
Treaty of Pence. 

The adhesion of the G'BITTaHS, sho are quite 
strong enouK! to maintain order within their own 

district 


His Mad •sty's Principal 

Secretary of State for 
T’oreiK i Aff Urg. 
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district, to the Cover net- * it, »h 1 oh: ins see roely 
fores pan, oh ow 11 of ‘actualtj "p ! 't sr. cii to 1 
existing tons ion. 

A ooi y of the AfT 'oiient arrived *t, vhieh is 
not nn uninteresting doc osier, t, is inclosed or your 
inf or f. hi oi • 

I havo the honour to fc»e, 

T ith the highest respect, 

fir, 

Your Cio.:t oho.'.lent, 

hn 1 lo aerwnt. 
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ffe the undersigned chiefs and headmen of the 
G'BITTAH tribe along and within that portion of the 
coast of the Republic of Liberia known as the "Km 
Coast* do for nd in behalf of ourselves our success¬ 
or” and our entire tribe aolesmly agree and give our 
unqualified assent to th *. following; Articles as ti e 
basis of an Agreement Pe'.ce between the U 1 BI Ait 
tribe of the one part and the Republic of Liberia of 
the other n?rt. 

Article I. tfe do hereby acknowledge and shall for 
ever recognise t. n e suprenacy and sovereignty of the 
Government of the Republic of Liberia, to whom we 
shall always be loyal and obedient. 

ARTICLE II. ife agree never again to take up arms 
against the Republic of Liberia, and do by this 
Agreement bind ourselves, our successor and our 
entire tribe, to as ist th« over it. nvt of Liberia 
to flie best of ovr ability in all difficulties which 
it mry have rith other tribes, or any of its enemies 
with men and arms whenever required to do so, and will 
give no aid or assistance to ary tribe at war with 
the Government of Liberia, and that the G'FITTAH - 
tribe wiP not engage in war wit! any of the surround¬ 
ing or neighbouring Kru or Haasa tribes without first 
obtaining the consent of the Government of Liberia. 
ARTiCL ’ III. We agree that Liberian Citizens and 
fore i/mors, and all other peaceful inhabitants of 
the Republic of Liberia, shall enjoy full protection 
in their life and property when passim; through or 

residing 





residing in any of our towns; and that all disputes 
of a serious nature arising between them and us 
shall be referred to the Government for final settle¬ 
ment and adjustment, should it not be possible to 
come to an agreemerit betwe n them an; us in such 
dispute. 

ARTICLE IV. /e o further agree to open and tain- 
tain rood roads through those -ortions of the country 
in which G'BITTAR towns are built, md to put a stp 
to tlie* catching of people on the public road, as 

well as to assist the Government in or serving peace 

♦f •: t ’ 1 . ' * ■ ’. $■.: i. >5 

and order uron the s uae for the enhancement of trade 

and protection o’ life and prope ty. 

ARTICLE V. As the Government of Liberia holds SOP 
ROBERTS and WEAVER ns being principally responsible 
for the recent hontij.itie ■ on the Kru and Pass a 
Coasts, Mid feel- that the pr senbe of these two men 
among us will be a source of constant misunderstand¬ 
ing between us and them; and we being desirous that 
there shall he hereafter lasting peace between the 
Government of I iberia and the G'BITTAH tribe, and 
in order to an mre the .averment of Liberia of our 
sincere intentions in this respect, we do hereby 
promise and agree to expel the said BOP ROBERTS 
and WEAVER from our towns, and n> v«r to permit them 
to hereafter enter >r reside in any G'BITTAH town 
or hiif town Without first obtaining the consent 
and approval of the Government of Liberia, ant that 
should the said POP RCP 'PTS and WEAVER, after being 
expelled, ever return or enter any G'BITTAH town or 

half 










half town without the perniiw ?ion and approval of the 
Liberian Government. they 3hall be inune iistely pur¬ 
sued, and when capture: by ug, h nded over to the 
Gov rn. ent. 

ARTICLE VI. 'e uo promise ar.u tgree to inuae. i tely 
recommend to t:.a President for appointment a strong 
and influential man as Chief of the thole G‘PITTAH 
trip*-, and also one as a Vice Chief, and that such 
chief =» *hen appointed 3hall alone furnish boys and 
torp the boats of r rchants, and see that such boys 
do not roh tin* merchants goods in taping then from 
place to pice, ane do not silfully destroy their 
boats. Any complaints made by the merchants against 
the boat-boys shall be investigated bv those tiro 
chiefs and the Lib *r inn Com is inner at River Cess, 
who shall require such boys to make due compensation 
to the rshants for losses sustained should the boys 
be found 33 guilty. 

ARTICLE VII. ile finally agree to imi..' lately lay 
down our arms against the Government and the Baasa 
tribe, and to return to our horns and procee , to 
rebuild our towns and work the boati. 

In witness wher* of a have on behalf of oursel¬ 
ves our successors ano our entire tribe set over our 
hands and seals this 25th oay of February, 1914 at 
Monrovia, 


ffitnes3el by 


Bailor Young. 


Signatures illegible. 


Major Ballard. (O.C.Frontier orce). 























erk’ or.* 'r m which* for a lo tiae taareait »r* he 
fjcperiences'embarrass ont, is tc obtain an adoqqate 

T";!'.’1iU 5K of t • ■ : eli¬ 

cited quoi tioT'!’ re! tiv 1 to Libf ri in finance past 

and ,-r ■&'•! t. ?j:i. cun only b - one i y v > uo< oe to 

■ 

a /?rort nfcj'i of .docur.ent? ♦ access to win • * ia not at 
ell tinea readil.- discoverable. \ . 

Sith a view, tm*r<fore, tv assisting to remove 
thi i iif-'tctilty, ttii* acooi.rr.cr>g ' t«. sorardu;..- jvd been 
drain up, which I trust nay so some slight ray to- 
•fti'ds cupt'lyifb? co obvious need, ' jJ 

la thd jupposition that Its perusal any noth 
prove tinii t*’r--:itinK to you, !).'-<wr', I have' ta’*.» 
upon myself to forward under cover of this deai-»tch 
two copies or the ucn • t e foreign Of; ice ilse. 

'Vf ‘ *' V rf*i 

I hove the honour to be, * 

• m * 9 « . . 

’itii the highest r<e'cot, 

*'n i i f 

Your nost obedient, 

bubble nerv: at. 




Sis Honesty's uincipel 

1eor'U-ry o' ’t.ite for 
Foreign Affairs, 
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In ’arch, 1514. 








!fanornndwai rib the T ’i»v.nc«*'! of t! e Sppuhlic of Liberia 1.71-191*. 
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The 1871 Loan, *\ ! o:.* V 1- ,t i i r I t ’ ; r 

*'jk 1 :* 3” ♦•. 

A 

jTott c -.I Cosftv.ny i\t f)5 p *r v • ivt. for the pi; r^ os ab 
or liquids U'1ft ?r««vpy J on ’r- and earr yi •*,& put 
c •<..•*. in ’hit lie frirha. fh| fxvtt re* t on th bbude 

* was aftcWal on one fifth of the e tire fusions dtto8 

. , 

f191000'StopltUK. and for re * L of the prihci- 
pa'l an exoiae tax of $1 por annui. waa to be levied 
and eolloct#* frcw all It* oili7.<”is, and was astija- 
ats.’ to pr » rce *7.30,G00 > y-^r. 





V’ 








Dofan t too HA'?* era the-lilt Jbvuat, JP74. 













In I S, winfr'VA* t va.Jo fop the settle* 

t 

cent of the Hebt on. Urn following terns: The In¬ 
ternet to bo rad ioed to 7 ? c *.. incrottoing ’■ per 

■it. evopy three y. icjum of 5 nor cet t. 

Amortisation to cotir.uuc-' on let October. P04 by 
p-.er.ns of ..n nee;t.nilativ«* ail.In,., fund of 1 p 'r cent. 

* A • j 

applied by tenders or porch-tsos vhen the price of 

4 r* 

t!ie hones rri under par, and by drawings at pap when 
t ' * •toe wca above it. 

The Council of bondholders were to iaauecertif- 
tontee for the interest arrears to be rodent ad as 

















;5 ft 


faiioiai '.’'After the u;.tinUi ■ t ■ of 

the roM., the Libertiav C-v •. ■ ' nit 




fon n period of; fout years t: a cauo nnount of intor- 
3 t «nc? s ini* inf fund r-a was payola at the date of 
such. ejtinoiiqn. ?hta. -•dtf to he applied to U- : 

rederuiirm' erf ttfe'certificates either by a pro rata 

' «.' 

;>sy;.wMt or byv^-lf-y^rly $*-.«$££&• a? thj» Cbvinoil 
mv; CostriMe + fciflfct dpditle, . 

As sneci?.l socvinty’tb.* Export Duty on hiHjor 


of n 


fh> 




t$$ to Kg. vkti b| th^ ‘xporiora 




dit'ct V- lh»» ’•ilerinn Consul- onarftl in Ion-ton. 

Any sunn paid to the Liberian flovernnent by an 
nssocisti on railed Vje Liberian Pub* **r Syndicate, or 
rny nth *r -dtifijt MB?it cuoc.ee.' it ware slno to be 
li*tl to the service of lh , *hiJ ■ . sur¬ 
plus tns to >>e devoted to 'irrortisb' tiort. One half 
of the Prfliea on "ohnccb and OimpCvder vere also 
trn be impounded and over quarterly to the Brit- 

t-ih Conor 1 nt ’'onrovia. 


lx ;er cent, ■'’u.tWjs Lot' . 

This was also for .'10 ,000, and wag issued by 
Messrs.Smile 3rlonger and Company nt 101, for the 
purnor.e of repaying n rdinncc for the sane nnount 
which they had 1 'do to U * hiborian Govem»ent, of 
hi h CCO.000, cr tfceronboula, had been np.lied to 
the 'Cancellation of Treasury Soles, to Public Zorin 
•vn ’ ot -»r rpoies, lo- 1 vi«g til,000 uiV'Kpfuu^d. 

'his I ,onn trio aeflure! by v first charge upon 

lp ; @ Customs Rev-nue, subject to the lien previously 

- - ’ ■ 1 ' ' M J 

ore It 1 .i in fnvcur of the 1871 Loan on the ’xpcrt Duty 

on Rubber, and on a moiety of the "'llties on ’’obncco 







and Gunpowder. It * J -a' r , ' v '* 11 ' r ' %r3 

either by purchase on th- r'-* »t or - " i :a«* 


' V 


. the - •' ■ 1 rf ( ■ is v - v - ; ■ v. vi- 

det for (1) by an annuity of ,000 payable quarter- 


ly an. * *.]) by 5 per cent. of -ny oxoesr over .60,000 
0 f f p v • * W amount pay- 


«Mo undrr tlu> latter :irr6's»:*fe.ai»t born. Hinted to. 
f*?.,000 in nt* one jenr. Th- C. irf In.-p»ct* r of 
CnstoEiS vi" mtliorir-ed to ret un and re it to ti e 


t? of the ’ T:ii the above rvrt ionod 6*000• nt 
the pererntefre <t tae oxcess -cur toms receipts. 



'it thee- 'vo <*. t raifrhin,: lie ..vily upon her, 
tibiiric nant r Popm linlion to th?* ^ in 

lOQg H.th a Vi.’-: to Obi: ini ’ the nCfci.T'.nRQu of that 
country in the arrari'nr,ent o ‘ ‘it-ncial and other 
a J *fftfr ’, thvnitretinn in which the P> ublic found 


h«--raei a ore ?: a;- 'o’ 1 off-: 

The lew Ivti, juut referred to,had boon 
expended in nee tin.' national liabilities and in 
certain development projects. Under the British 
Inspectorate eutnbl lr.hed no a condition o* the . oon, 
ob.r H 'Ver"o *v lro ifly aaHWt re mrtni m pro- 
-frns: but thie taa practically tho only revomto 
upon which the to . r nay- 

rent o * oharfpn mi-tii.#: to the Loan, the balance 
of the Cun tons ''ace into, ’hich in amounted to 
.*(173,000, was found in fluffleiest to enable the Covern- 
mt to keep abreast of it~ expenditure. At this 

•iv«, moreover, the Government of tho Republic did 

their , 

not aeo/ltd way to admit tie Pritiah Inspector of 
fusions to auy dofireo of control over expenditure. 
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with the result that the con.;lint condition of 
financial strain in which the Ik»vernmerit found then 
selves led to the Ctiatona ft /. me being heavily 
mortgagor! by Troa.nry ere tit noies payable aprinat 
duty, rfhp in-‘7it ■> lo result was that the ,'overn- 
M&t found f H-v j t7-n! rvr wy into fin expensive 
hen;’ to noBtft existence , lit' >n increasin ' ti d bt- 
octvesr ropr rented by-.'uproflavflifii Treasury rate!’. 

In uh itxon l-> the 1 otw; >lug there ware also 
boundary,disputes cith Great -fcritain and France 

v. ich c uyjuJ j;re t ebbarreo -y., Lack.of fund*. ■ 

f ■■ : .•« - • 

hae to*); is: inf w: of t > : inform *ce of effective 
occupation on the borders, and the uprising of the 
ravage inland tribes against lihorian control had 
led to aeurnds frbi&£nei£hbeuring authorities for 
the restoration of order, . . 

About this tit'H a Con i r ior nr pointed by the 
Unite States "■?/■ r>,: .nt vi ited l iber in , examined 

. f ** ; 

the situation* and, on its return, ruad# the follow- 

inn rocoiuff.end-'Hion aiasni;-otn r.:: 

• 

■’Irvt t- e Unite ' Pistes enable Liberia to 
*refi nf its debt » y nseiigiiv as n .u iraatoe for tlie 
■payment of obligatione under rnch rrrannenent the 
"control and Selection of the f,i- on in vimtor.s.* 

?M« reooi-*on'.ution n ~ ■pr-f >nted to Congress 

in March 1ft 10. The f angle I’or.uittcwi on foreign 

■’«»1 itio'3 were x-f opinion, however, that no steps 

should be t ■ without t e co-operation appro- 

v \ of RTirit Britain, fi so, and try, in recog- 

nitian 03 ' their coor.ercial and other interests. 

T in lly, in a no tried schoi.o, the United flutes 

Govern rent propose l that bankers in Kev York, I,o idon. 
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: t'» %\ 4 
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k '*r j* 



1 



*. y 

V" \ •' : * ' - v ■■ , 

ria, at' rlin should owin' i;t • rio- 

tent a cut! sv ficient to r-. i .ml the Liberian Debt, 
the security offered bain/ the appointment of an 
Atwi'icui General Receiver of rnatoma, : rxl of an. 
intarrVitioR 1 ’Boapd 'to adsinii t or them. 

Th j ForMfuj indobirdnens of the Liberian 
: ‘*pu» lie, n» :t the "let Race ber V K>, v' s as 
: 




Sevan per Cent, xl<-r.*:al j <>•■.•• • l /j 


Amount 

arran> 


t rieonwited and si.tr.pet’ under 

foment v 2b th Roptr. 18$* 7$ ,2.80 

i % I ■» ¥_ ' 1 m H ' r. Nii 


W- .H to *1 ’t VOO 

Certificates ’or int 'reot nrrer.rs 
on :'7i , “ . " ' - I'?; . v • - 

aMe t,c j t i;; / ;■. ner e«-1 of t* < ir 

—tn#i val 


.non 


nomi 


.tie 


72,GtfO 


^,747 







* 

S lx per Car. , }\fcj t i • Lo • n 0 ? 1Tb 7 , K , 

Rade^m^d to Sist Dacw/b^r.l »i0 £ t 30O 




’’'otal 


... !'< 1. 39? 

93,700 
1 5,0P7 









The Chair an of the Uritnd States Cotar ias ion 


i to Liberia vi.vvtod Purnpo in the course of the 


atuBK^r of vno. as. finanoirl a/enl for Liberia anti 
to arr**njre the aetoii*Tjof / 1 rojocted. Loan.. He 

found the ' ttitrf,< j of t- e uropt-an Ppver., concerned 

J * 4 jr<; N *" _ + 

tendly to the Ucifrj States propoj' la, at in the 
month of January If11 the Liberian Legislature peea* 
c* »n Act authorising the issue of a 6 per cent* 

Lean for *000 to be applied to extirymisKtig 

all is and pecuniary obli. .tiona of the Republic. 
In order to aso<>rt in t n< extent of the ititernal 
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flfi!5M35i[!£"S!? ' * >M formation *537,040 ■ 

WlcflllsrPw 1 xl. trn 3 i**it n - 

A*yoermnni *.t - *.. '.. 

Sitern*! Loamj o' 1 wd 1* -- , - L 
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* v .. ;> 




, . .. . ^ >* ^ : > - - 


■ . *“ 1 - ' r 


% ■$■ A :4 




"•> 


indnbtadnoss of th^ country* 4 <?ni minn tor nr. appolh- 

tad by the Libarifin GoW t to oi&rino r is- 

l^r olairjs a/ralnut tha -aput-Hc outot indium on tho 

^ '* 1 ^op-t--Tfo^r * V >10 * *hich r ^ro foi-rd to uriourt to 

*64 . 




. .* • . 


* 




otul *1, 543.7-"^ 




It * •< . foidt';! that t !•' proposed refund inrt 
T.o^n .i::-ou 1 £ t % - 3 cvTilsnnco of npravod Olrvirift 
5 -finl t ip y.uiJie ourmtu' »rioir to. J^nurry- lot 
1911, .20-:! 1 t.iou. ,’}i it." t as c»xt f*ct<id trot fr vour'ir)« 

t rac of iftiJ ’.nvit the ^iiuMio to 

liquidate ita defet* for a swr, substantia VI? loos 
th n t ie nominal figure, it raa nevertheless found 
ndvi::.'.t lo t 6 rsiae the f.nount of the projected loan 
to SI,700.000. 

Tfe ( 7otintion;: .ere r<ro ! r ctoc- to n- UTy'ntioi|iEted 
extent. furopenrt triKiin# - • lTijJ established in 
Liberia tore by no tear-s re-.-dy to scoept in settle- 

f: ,' £ .7.* : - “ . f 

t:i*nl o' their claim the forcer.ta#*s of tie noeinal 
amount! of such claina of t'erei by the burners nesroti- 

*■ ♦ ^ | **, CJ .n , | , *" v /* 

ctin,f the Lo -.n, *hil;*t tfc • b-snber:,’, on the other hand 
wore ns per;Into it in their refusal to m-t t! eae 
claim wholly at par, although tney yore prepared to 


dlforlrirate between accounts current and duty-paper 


i':iuo; at;face veins si*ax>u»t Custom uutiea. Con' 
*ore it length c feoted, and in 1:U the 
v ponitf&n to it fora the Liberian 






* 


-i 











Government that term* had been arranged to refund 






the loam of 1371 and ICO 7; to air-ins r- irtered 


by tho Internal Heht Coe lcaion urttl those of .iuro'ean 
tierojints accruing prior to Jomrry 1st, 1311, and 
to settle certain cl Mrs against the Bepublic made 
by foreign Cornr<onta. ! po-irvl wjw*n.' -’errata 
were bs-i-j /it the German firn of A.^demane, »1ioie 


existing lien upon the :;eadsonoy taxes as .sacsnty 

' me dtilj recognised* 

* 

PegiTt-irec int«»rn-.l obligations sere settled by 
C«sb. pov;,oote i r > cert: in pe&cont c-' of the pnr v lue 
o*''4Mch cv ligation;?. “Hiis, 6d r-er cent, of’ their 
f-’Ce v- b.i* »«s, ••’*»<•«?? for Art: i.tod Bills, r ro r nnry 

■ i -11 ' -cl o. . ?or uor eat ic fi per 
cejnt. Bond; and 3 ppr coni.. ’ opd’ p»y»ents of 80 
pi fa, . n* C” 't. -/ere respubtively m d*», together 
sit. 2b i<er cent. > f the u» paid i? Lereet upon both 
cl.'i-uea or j- <v it . I: • r •icmptn 1 the hands 
of the l-'.fl I holders vnre ^fcli «sef at 7b per c«nl. 
or Vie par valye, *hib>t t?.<* gronier part of the 
sa». or cent, basin* 


Cinina of the British Govern .ont, and that of the 
Cal or., Of -i 'r - teoaie .-ere ret tie -nr, Tr I'nisra 

► - t J®*; c\ * V- *; ; >£} ||| j _ P: ; ‘‘.Vi rV f- ' V > 

Sr larger sore paid i- foil in nocordnrtc * ?»ith tie 


terua of the i;iQ7 loan agreement. 

In hi report of December l:Ui, 1C 12 i:ede to 


the tiiV>ri n . nn. ou * of fteprerenta lives, ti e 


‘‘‘oc ary o the r airy >^de the fo-lloiinf? stete- 

r ■ l rob 11,v to the fob! covered by the proceeds of 

# , 

th« no* loan: 




























fim* m-*' - "*■• * 


' 

..' ,. •• . . < ■ ' . -J. i.'J* > ! '.-A •• ; ' ••• 


Registered ,'Jttefnal Ob 1 it li - ' 1 - ' n77«r. r 

Registered !r. to real Obli.Atioiva 

as at !V*ot»-W Slat. )<»1< ** 





”otal Debt jr r.:oibl9 to proceeds 

S 1,6 . l$*77 

‘ 









It in' onderaibod that t. tf: tpan Sends net 
with « setiftfr qtvtry Reception. "716,00c)- torth '/ore 
subscribed ior la London. $4fi0,000 in Holland, and 




p ^ $23&,<}w iij Oern ny. * ?i •? a total issued of 



































. Sl, -0v,000 to datf*. The Bondi, which °-V.;re in 

40 years, are subject to purchase for the ’inking 
, Fund not liter than 30 years frwa th<*ir date at a ; 
pro-iim. of ?,* per cart., and , t’ orsttfter, at par. 

For interest, and payments in connection sith the 
Sinking funu-and the service of the Loan, the 
Receive rah ip o; J.iberi i; Cunt . a renit a to the 
Fi'Onl Afenti on the first dy of each nonth an 
amount equal to 20 per-cent., of the >:ross receipts 
from the *.—•••' herenu o « x . the previous wonth, 
but never Tens t an ?/;,600 
^■’3ont i imci 1- pc:u 

t 

Iho refunding Loan of 1913 tool: cognisance of 
the li -b^litiea of the 3.< public: accruing: prior to 
Janutry It, 1911, fo ascertain the amount of out¬ 
standing debt incurred since that c ite a Commission 
*t.a t i>oint«d by t « I.-tri ’.Inture in If 13. Clio f 1 sat¬ 

ing liabilities outat and inn and registered by this 
Conffit 1 '-i«n amounted approximately to £2QC ,000; the 
tot'd public Pebt at the Oloie of tile yoar 19If, 
therefore, ;v*y be taken at a sua not exceeding 
02,000,000 thus: 
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i 4! - * >,- ■JcJ* 

loan of IT 13 - - f! 1,700,000 

Floating Debt - - 3CU .0- 0 


■' V - 








1. ..-0,00 















Mi uating the nui.bfit or Amonco-l iburi nr at 
16,000, tf < rj.rvn tot a 1 -mil :i/> a-t-er eai-ila inbt 
of $l£' ■ : : . debt per head oi* L •.> 

ontiro >mv :; i i. < ;■• unite. - libOplans and 
natives - any orob&bly an aoMJ.rit lens, than n ::, 

1?*H ■ ■ ■■ 

l*@a Mill,; 'o/i to m-event ,my increase 

o ),),.• floating 4«bt, if tn ndiiur bo }opt within 

gradually to extinguish thn ssbovo suioimt by sung 
ant aai.Je on.ibflly for the iur>o>n out of current, 
revenue, - As dobt ooptlftcat • are •>. ■ ■■■:}■: v 

payment of certain taxes and fines, the c utcol lution 
of certifies tea .so presented ilftelily reduc* a the 
r;V'i ; tores' <>bi. 

An paiicsato or tho nec.-ij-tii of the fsmmi.Hc for 




tbo fiscal 7a; r i li i* given on the following png*: 















Receipts for the Fiscal V« r '"1 prop rri? in ;uwmonca 
ol a Provision in the Agreement for ! mr Jen. i . ra.l>. 


lit is «*3ti: t n t tn*on the basis of existing l as, ocelots 

Of the Republic for the Fiscal Y«rr li*14 rill be: 


i -.. 


Balance C;. : in r r . I"? 

From Onatn » 

Rubber "ax 
Headiaoneyn 
Internal v. n; 

Postal Revunvc.' 


Cl) TOTAL £-' -r 



«?• 35,010 

463,000 

],> o 
10,000 

. 

13 ,000 


FFOL All founr 


$634 /■ 00*00 




4ki ! O.jti 1 
in!it 1/- • 

ing Lata, Con*, ol , • /.rwi.- ill > ■; 

a) For di bur.uvn:t< of Cun’, irr. 

teoeiversMb. i lv ir: . Interest 
and Sinking ur.f, xj -n ut.; of tJ.=’ 

Customs $erviee, * ‘ ritir,e p: 

rol Service ... Z r. 7. in. o 

Cb) For tho 7 il.erian Fruitier ' 

Force ClOOo ctryrj-) loo .luii.JO 

Co) Amount : "or nfiioi* l jb.-ri. n 
bovernr.ont l. • aaii/nu l ini.aiity: 

Attia A • rd 

Gorman Clc i-'<s Oprtii.Sior. 

Cl&it , a - r; • . 1 :•* Clor} n 

Repairs to *i, .rl ■ o i . vl to 
French Govern:- » t p.t' halur 
flaiu o i e-iivt ->f Air.; .u: 

__ . Vil 

. (d) For t ‘loatirr. I'rRt.. 

((3) TOTAL 

, % 18TIJJATFD jfflf :1P M 
(3) RBPIBOF OF ' ~''TS AVAIL 
L8CISLATTV APWRT! .G,;: 





ty | eJU 
& f C0l;.77 

r )£3 • W> 






* 1C7 

V-.A. 4 
i 1 - . . .• 0 


.T*>6,609, 17 
v;7, jpc,r: 


»3=r= 


i'i. AGO ,0C 


Tin’ Legislature arise ndad these estimate? in 
oertnin details, eliminating the amount allocated 
to the partial redemption of the floating debt, and 
ro-tftcing by ft bout 310,000 the : labors oments of the 
*>000 iv :rai ip in connection vitl. the Customs Gerviae, 
The nett result of the Legislative emendetenta *aa 
to increase by approximately 330,000 the estimated 
residue of receipts available for appropriations in 














- i*e V- 


k Jr 


nrapaot of Oov^rnrmni expand iturcw 

The subjoined fijmr«s indicate the increase in 
CustOGin receipts furinjr the pact eight years: 

CUSTOlfT. RKCHTPT3. 

■ iw;~ :...v2?y,r>rto.38 

19<C-7... 327.f113.fift 

1907- 3... 3W.6U4.76 

1908- 9... ?& .,20- .«9 

1909- 10.. 370 .431*04 

1910- 11.. 407,400.06 

1911- 1.;.. ■m,;;u.v.i9 

1918-13.. 4.68 . 

7]iijnt tho poorganisation o ' V • fnetoi-« Sorvioa 
»bioh followed the introduction of the rlnnger loan 
hca not failed, jf course, to exorcise a banofioial 
ef act upon revenue, r ight i»e expocted.the increase 
in receipts froi fnport am: ’■'* «>rt fs ti- • ha© been 
accompanied by a funeral increase in trade. 

Value of the 

Inportc and Kxports of tie : e id lie of Liberia for 
tho'Years 1909 to 1912 inclusive. 


Year 


1909 

1910 

r’u - 

If‘12 




Total Ttniorta 
Va luo 
t 

r,r >3. T;7 
1,0-ifJ,.'73.93 
1,1)4.924.51 
1 .Pit7,867.54 


Total 'xuorta 
. a | uo 

970.51C.O? 
964,0f»7.00 
1,0 If ,543 .00 
1,199,151.77 


In addition to the prospect of increased incore 
fron the foregoing sources, intern. 1 revenue offers 

■ %%'* j % * r > - ~ > 

scope for great *ievolopiiM<nt» The i live po illation 
of Liberia has been variously estimated, but tho 
vriter hen rennon for supposing it may reach a total 
O' nearly a r il i ion aouls. not riore tb-.n 10 por cent. 
q: rrhom pay taxes to t .o Government. ’ax-colloption, 
even in districts adequately controlled, is far from 
in,: ef iclent'although aoiua progress has been node; 
muon, therefor ', ret ina to be lone in this iraction. 
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- JN 4*4 
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• The* n&ae my l*» said, *y> "•■'*’? •., f u 1 1 ,-• : /{')< 0 , 
Court fines and foes, rr« oil or wiftrrs .s :•+• of which 


•' I i f < r i' 





hav*^ tu yet b**tn brotffjht undbr the U isvct control 
of Tiwittiry • ; , *? 




ly, la spiv oil M b financial erJ f rrnsn- 

'•»rt. V 'r not-pr^rt-> 1 t lof.r, --a i-nor, nr; >tif tad 

in th<* part at ? iU-iniaM t to oi ir.t ’rest. Kua 

f - „> 

t r of.--!... . of 


1q 07 at r- WT 0 '< t . ,r' i] t tl ■> l: 13 lo*:n vas floated 







. at, l' ior cnrrt. vp hivq arrived ’it t 0 et.ii,u» vhott 




; • ' 1 ’ l»‘it should 


d ir acted towards 

fv I'Ttt r , '- «i v l 1 : i*. toe. ? 
















inprohntlo that IV re fare,ia£ :toa;i of 1912 will 

. 

n -u>- r cipMo bnlnriee for public tr.orovoi ants 
r.ftrr provi ‘in, for oxiptiij, tnuobto -««ss: the 
cWclopr^nl 9 ? rovontef,, he rover, should *A no very 
distant dst* place the iMubiic in a position to offer 
aiemnl.e uocurity for r. aor,r,olidatin c : loan to cover 
itr entire debt, and ft. tho sere tiim to afford a 


■ t +** 


*■ " fficinnt to wir-Ma t >• Vermont to um>r~ 

*.n> r ‘ nr'\>TO“ live n^nrn*a of •. mb 1 tt fi l o-.r.ctnr. 
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British Consulate Ge-er.nl. 




Uonro'-i' • 3bth L'aroh, 1P14. 






r: 


On roc' i t. o: your cub] .: o tfte 18th inst- 

_, '*'-4r • - 

ant, Ko.*". ntitiofl that Hie ) ajeuty'T Government 
concur rod in the I, i bo rim proposal to delegate 
the inveoti. ' tior. of tub evidence in the case of 
tne clain of t*o British In i ; tanof P2TTINJI and 






GOOnc.hAh to the o-Liberim Boor? Conniesion, 

I loot no tins* in comn yir./- its contrite to the 
State "•emrtnent. . 

I rei today in receipt of a note fron the Liber¬ 
ian Secret ry of ’>tate expresair. exit Howard's 

warn appreciation of the ’rien’ly spirit evinced 
by the ’••el-ion taken, nn at in; t at the necessary 
instructions, together wit; t; of all witnesses, 

had been forvm ad to the Liberian cor rissioner on 

the boundary for exut ination by hir. ' is British 

yr '' 

Colleagues. 

r -ave duly ipforueti the Governor of Sierra 
Leone, 

I have the honour to be, 

*'- * 

\ ’ ; Fith the hijj&int respect, 

...,V ■ *' ’ Sir, . 

Your mont obeiient, 

hUu.bli 1 servant, 


His Huiesty's Principal 
Secretary o* Stnt* r r 
i'orei n Aff' irs. 



k 








* 

Ho.37/14. 




L \ rl ' 


— 




1 






itiar: Oon^uiato Con ral. 


l.pnr /i-., l ;t. 


gr 2 . 


Lr:- 

I have tho honour to forward horowith a roport 
upo*>. the course- of ovnnta ii. l»iWi il-nrin,. 131', 


r>nd tho porio.r^'1 situation oxistinp: tnsro oa at t ie 


I have tho honour to ho, 
With tho i (it 7 ;• 4 H't, 

**n 

Your -.ost oi.p'iivnt, 

humtije sorvant. 















; i f.}.?"' *0 f 3 j . 

t- * ' * y *.■ 

_ h* 2 _. jtv ' -. ». 







Inclosure 

In Mr Maugham's despatch Ko.R7, of the 1st April, 1914. 


Report upon the General Hiluation in Liberia os at the end of 1913 








I-,"or*>i,,T 1 Relations. 

(a) fit. *ire: t . rviaih . 

The /rowing fViendljf feeling which at v ■ «*>\l 
o** 191R began to naVe itself aermibty felt .in T'ortr 
rovia, and nonifneted itself .perhaps most unriinf&V- 
aMy in the entire 'baenoe 'ror. the ennctrr - te 
passed by the ntional T eiTin’.piure of any uv •utros 
Ihioh aeere-’ directed o.minst ^rx* t *h interests, 
sbfferod a o or.'re aet-hacV nrinp 191 ?, r.n 1 n’t the 
present tine there in discernible n feelief of 
'estrangement. J Snnttng to unfriendliness, 

which ic clearly traceable to tro ttf: 

Th • irst of these wns the ant err 1 .ree in the Ar.eri- 
can prortr in 1‘ > north of #t-ne of an intervie» grant- 

9 *2f ' *■# . ' 

#d by n Mr <M,anda tallica* a ropranantativa nf ~tb* 
Lay nr r 'rot } ^r \ Ii: it#**!, of Port' "vn\ i#ht ♦ to tha 
p-^i^ ng ■» t th 1 rfom of ;i dttt Ifl Concornad ,Tbich 
v? m ra^firdr 1 * > l m ii-wlt to tha I # lbarien pan i a 
ar cr?n£^ * - % p i r rprr‘': 'ion ihyourrhout th? Pepufc- 
lie* 1 Tha aocond'- vaa tha .-publication in too Unitaft 
Pittas by a certain Professor PradaricV;>Btnrr of a 
booV enor T iborir . in •! ioh he criticises British 
action in Liberia during It * r^orr agitation of 


(1) 











of n<v* in a ii ion finch ur ces it in sn oxlret#- 

a.-v* * 

ly unfavour lighV . Thijt book, of vfciah with 

...■•■ 

'great difficulty I recently sttoceedec in - obtaining.. 

‘ a copy, haft .had a v.n»; 1-r> e circulation. ir. Liberia 
since iV» oppoar pee* and h?s produced, an it was 
doubtless fie« ignoc to do, a strong feeling against 

and every tiling British, Although 
quits jm'lpablo, thin coldness in not so apj.ruont 
in "onrovr in k-p.imj/l con.it parti where there 
are fow or T)o British and wl-onco tho 

often but p^rtly-0 \;C’Wd sar ^Lora and r^prfrnn t~ 
aliver? ebeir Up to the ti.aeti'Uja• of the 4 t <va;l -.turo 
filled ■ Uh ■ r-«ju..’iCH. amV f ir ly roe oi vet' at all 
cost to wreck any friti -.h proj. ct wi.xoh ishy ho 
1 i 1 before t the bourse of the alttinig* 

SB 

of Pr.ofesnor &inrr.?a boflft which Pont in t*;*= rwro^ 
formidable ;t tacks upon Oru.u, 3'ril; in. 

a f 

The effect upon Bri s two 

public-alto — of " * r.l 1;, ! "Wallace* alleged inter- 

view with - the united Stale?’, press agent ifi Para , 

and of Profosaor Starr'a book •Liberia*— haa been 

fhr-reachi’ iu the If ,vj tur: to j:o ,o- 

‘ • 

Bale for conoosiiorih of various kinds laid before 
the lepinltore at the if lost jit* ■* ting in January, 
it -•11 1 he found that not « single ap lic tio ’ 
ersjnating fronts British. source was granted, whilst 
in one, which v i o:ferred upon a Liberian nsaocia- 

i -'-^* . . # :.v *^ir > ■;;/ •:.* ■ -A\j T 1 

tier or lied the Vxceliior lining Oop4.au;- ,Liritt-*d,* 
a deter;ined attempt la 1 ' wade host seriously to in- 
frit:, ' 1 > ij;l.t ; of t • ; •.: 1 Liberian Dev. lopneht 
mpapy, Chartered and Liait ■, to rhich I"have 

V- f ; V ; Vf 

elsewhere' drawn the. attention of t!io Foreign Iff ice* 


U) 


r 'aurham's despatch . i- 14, of Perch noth, 1914. 
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Although cart in of the enactments passed would 
appear at first sight to bo of more or less general 
application, they are nevertheless designed to react 
prejudicially u; on our comerca in-the country, an 
effect largely contributed to by the publication in 
October last of an Executive order prohibiting 
foreigners from vi iting the interior of the country 
except und'T special conditions which are exceeding¬ 
ly difficult to iulfii. This Order was published 
really for /the purpose of preventing a -arty of 
Englishmen who h id arrived in the cwintry from pro¬ 
ceed inf* upon a hunting and prospecting,expedition. 
Unofficial representations were made on their be¬ 
half by this Consulate General, and there la no 
doubt that ermita would have in the end been grant¬ 
ed but, after several delays, they grew weary of 
the difficulties placed in their way, and withdrew, 
firilar in character and doubtless dictated by the 
same motives is an Act recently panned by the Leg¬ 
islature prescribing taxation which would have cost 
the Bank of British West Africa Limited established 
here some £360 per annum but for my intervention 
which resulted in its reduction to £90. Section 
6 of this ?!easure also merits attention. Although 
again apparently of general application, penalising 
as it does the circulation by banks of foreign col¬ 
onial silver coinage, it »• s in reality a blow aimed 
at the recently introduced British west African issue, 
This section was, however, suspended indefinitely 
by the Executive aa the result of oy representations, 
a step which has arous >d much hostile comment. There 
are not wanting in addition other indications of the 
depth to which Liberian animosity towards the 
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United Kingdom has been aroused by the events which 
have taken place during 1 13, foremost among these 
being the transference to the German Deutscl @- 
Liberia Bank of the Pont Office and Government bank 
accounts previously in the hands of the Bank of 
British lent Africa Limited. In respect to the 

U y . i 

former, in addition to great readiness to employ the 
German bank, net-? of the most abandoned bribery 
are stated to hav< been resorted to by that body - 
methods which frequently render competition for 
Libertun business of any kind extra: ely difficult 
to British concerns. In' the case of the Govern¬ 
ment account, however, no such allegations were made; 

.i,j. ’ -'V, - * ■. ■■ £ ■- , < 

the Liberin Treasury, having carried on negotia¬ 
tions for a considerable tuie and ascertained the 
lowest quotations which the British bank could offer, 
abruptly broke them off under some frivolous pre¬ 
text, and forthvith entered into an agreement 
with the German concern, greatly assisted thereto 
by the concessions they were enabled to s'nov the 
Bank of British fleet Africa had been willing to 
accept. 

Towards the latter end of 1 13, an influentially 
SU( ported scheme sas considered and in principle 
agreed to for the demonetization and withdrawal of 
all British silver coins in local circulation, to 
bo replaced by a heavy issue of Liberian money which 
it was intended to havo minted in Germany. This 
arrangement, however, was abandoned on vary peremp¬ 
tory directions from the United States Government 
which with considerable indignation wore sullenly 
obeyed. 

The refusal of the Legislature to consider the 
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application of "easrs .Lever brothers Limited for 
an important concession for pain oil exploitation 
arose from two causes: On the one hand the dislike 
of the country representatives to the establishment 
of any more 1 ritish firms in Liberia, and, on the 
other, to the re-.’usal of the applicants to resort 
to bribery. Regarding the latter, I was informed 
by ’'easrs,Lever Brothers * reorene?tative in Monrovia 
that, uron the evening preceding the dry whereon the 
proposals were laid before the house of representa¬ 
tives , a verv high dignitary called upon him and 
stated that if he would make arrangements for the 
private payment of a large sum which was mentioned, 
the concession would be granted* The offer was, 
of courHo, coldly declined, with the result already 
known. 

To sum up the whole matter, the feeling in 
Liberia towards Great Britain was expressed by an 
excited Legislator who, on bring asked by a collea¬ 
gue what his objections to ’'essrs. Lever Brothers* 
proposals were, struck the table violently and 
shouted * e - »ant no more British interests in the 
country, and by ,-f we will have none." This un¬ 
fortunate condition of affairs is one which will 
no doubt gradually pass away. It. only awaits the 
perpetration by the local representatives of another 
European Power of some act calculated to arouse 
reprobation and ill the present strain will be 
promptly relaxed. Nothing could exceed the cordial¬ 
ity and harmony of the relations existing between 
the members of the Government and myself personally. 
President Howard has on many occasions deplored to 
me the present unfriendly feeling and the events 
which have given rise to it, the effect of which he 







ft clearly sees to be enhanced by the circumstance 

* that they ca ie at a tire Then older wounds were 

but imperfectly healed, and whilst always ready 
to do his best to , ive effect to Oiy wishes, he 
has done so of late in freely expressed dread of 
impeachment. 

-Liberian Poundary , Early In the year under review, the 

delimitation of the Anglo-Liborinn boundary between 
our Colony of Sierra Leone and the territory of 
this hepublic was resumed, and commissioners appoint¬ 
ed, the Liberian representatives boinff a coloured 
surveyor na: ad lee, obtained from the United States, 
0 and an educated ”ruman named ^ I 71 !' '0 T' T '\ the district 

commissioner of one of the adjacent Liberian divis¬ 






ions . 

The clear definition of the courses of the 
MATA, MAK''01, and JtAK^A Rivers, where they consti¬ 
tuted the frontier were to be ascertained, and an 
accurate survey ::uide of them. In the month of 
Aufjuat the British commissioner reported as almost 

complete the survey of t ;at portion of the boundary 

* 

between the I'.OA and L'AGO S’I Rivers, and received 
about that time a communication from the Governor 
of fierra Leone statins that boundary constituted 
by the thra^ first named rivers was thn only one 
which it was necessary to demarcate, r Loo, the 
Lib srian commissioner, on the ot ier hand, contended 
that the survey ahonld be carried down to the 
Atlantic Ocean, and stated that he had been instruc¬ 
ted that the commission would continue their lahoura 
until this had been accomplished* His Majesty's 
Government, however, formed the opinion that whilst 
it fas, of course, essential that the boundary 
should be correctly defined to a ->oint where the 
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^ ^ 1 

MAHWA River crosses the 13th meridian, there appear¬ 
ed to be no object in the commissioners carrying it 
beyond that point. This vie* finally prevailed, 
and the delimitation of the boundary is now under¬ 
stood to be practically complete, and the protocol 
awaiting signature. 

JUtraordinary difficulty was experienced at 
the outset of the work by the surprising behavioua 
of a Liberian official named Hr Abayomi Cole, who 
had been sent by President Howard to hold an inquiry 
into coittplnints made by certain native chiefs near 
the boundary and to adjust their differences. 

This person, who styled himself Liberian High Comm¬ 
issioner, was guilty of such seriou3 abuses that 
p or sore two months, due to the resulting disturb¬ 
ances, the Boundary Commission was compelled to 
remain inactive. At length the Governor of Sierra 
Leone reported the matter to this Consulate General 
an’ I succeeded in obtaining hr Cole's immediate 
withdrawal. 

As the result of reports of the British chief 
commissioner upon the boundary made in the month 
of April last, which disclosed a terrible recrud¬ 
escence of Liberian barbarity in the TBNG8A chief- 
dom adjoining the frontier, this Consulate General 
was instructed to obtain from the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment the 'inplication to such chiefdom of a proviso 
previously r 'de with respect to the frontier districts 
of 7IIHGT and KUfiYQ in virtue of which natives in 
either Pr.tiah or Libori-m territory should be given 
six months to decide on which side thoy would per¬ 
manently settle. After very lengthy negotiations 
this application was accepted by the Liberian 
Government, exeo t in so far as concerned persons 

(?) 
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— 

against whon charges might he pending. Efforts 
are nor being made to remove this exception when, 

fc> 

should they bo successful, a Very large number of 
natives, whose position in now one of great hardship 
and subject to appalling persecution, will be enabled 
to accept the status of British protected, subjects. 

The Liberian commissioner, Mr DITMPO "-8, has 
for aovnrn1 month j boon under arrest at ’ 'onrovin 
upon charges of murder and inciting to murder, and 
it is confidently stated that he will undoubtedly 
be hatred, ' is place was talon, upon the i ounciary 
commission in January last by Lieutenant Jospeh 
Martin, a young coloured American officer attached 
to the Liberian Frontier Force* Ho is stated to 
be perfectly harmless and wholly incompetent. 

DAVID A 'TIA. In February 1910 this claimant 
alleged that ho had boon wrongfully dispossessed 
by the Liberian Courts of his premises and property 
at Grand Dassa in favour of certain British and 
Liberian subjects. Inquiry into the patter by 
my predecessor Consul-General Baldwin resulted in 
th’ latter reporting that Mr Allis did not seem to 
have suffered any d '.rage through whit appeared to 
be merely a technical ille, lity. Up Attia per¬ 
sisted* however, and claimed- from the Liberian 
Government a sum of upwards of £10,000* After 
dragging long for some time, the question was 
finally referred on r.iy appointment hero to an 
international commission, and after some furt t*r 
delay J.l,lf)0 was awar od which, *ith interest there¬ 
on has boon recently aid. 

CAPTAIK FLY?!'. This was a claim node by one ov' 
the officers employed by the Liberian Government 
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whoa© aflrvic’a 1 rninated on the break-down of the 
reform proposals of 1909. He demanded a sum of 
:100 fta comp*’ear tion for bre ch of contract, 90 
per cent of which was received by this Consulate 
General and forwarded to tie Foreign Office in the 
month of July last. 

RBTTINJI and GWD001IAL. These men, British Indian 
subjects employed by a trader at Freetown, finrra 
Leone, brought a cl in for a sun of £435 agaiust 
the Liberi n Government in respect of losses alleged 
to have been mntaiifed through the theft of their 
goods and their expulsion from I.iborian territory 
by the r ious ex-Colonel Lomax in 1911, After 
protracted negotiations, during wuich the mount of 
the claim was reduced to £250, the J.iherian Govern¬ 
ment suggested that, as they could not admit liabil¬ 
ity for a demand unsupported by any evidence ot er 
than that of the claimants, the whole question 
should be submitted to investigation by the Anglo- 
Lib'rian boundary cow. iso ion for the examination 
of witnesses am‘. evidence on the .--ca 1 o of the events 
complained of. It is understood that the sittings 
of the ooanifesioa for this purpose will shortly 
commence, 

BRITISH SLRTStTTf! at BITER CB8S. Parly in the month 
of August, His Majesty's ip B "'warf", being at the 
time at River Ceos, the commanding officer received 
complaints '’rom five negroes styling themselves 
British subjects of losses amounting to nearly £2,000 
alleged to have been sustained by them during native 
disturbances which had talon place in the district 
a short time previously. A copy of Con under 
Strong's report upon the subject having been received 
by the Foreign Office, this Consulate General was 
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instructed to tm:- e inquiries. These resulted in 
two response only, containing claims of such an 
improbable-and untrustworthy character that the 
Foreign fice directed that no further steps should 
be taken* 

HUDSON»J*B* and EKC UtL.J. . These tv o men, also 

British negroes from the Gold Coast Colony, con- 

* 

plainer to tho Cocci; 1 to eneml of their expulsion 
from Maryland County, where they were en, d in 
cutting wild rubber in the month of October last 
by one of the American officers attached to the 
Liberi r n Frontier Force. They further claimed - 
in the case of the first mentioned - the VRlue of 
4,375 pounds of rubber, amounting to about .£150, 
and in that of the latter a sum of .€275 for losses 
alleged in respect of rubber confiscated and lost. 
Representations wera.imr.iec ly made to the Liber¬ 
ian Government, who recently replied that the men 
had been expelled, but entirely owing to <;rave 
impropriety of conduct which was specified. It 
was further stated that they had received three 
months notice to quit the country, but had not dona 
so, and that no claim of any hind had been made by 
them at the time of their expulsion the officials 

JBr* 

on the spot. I communicated the substance of the 
I,if -Ian Government's reply to the claimants, from 
whom I have heard nothing further. I do not look 
upon this R itter as a rename, and am of opinion 
that it will probably not be persisted in. 

Of the foregoing claim.?, therefore, two have 
been paid, two h-; *e been referred to investigation, 
five have been dropped, and two will, in all prob¬ 
ability be found untrustworthy. 

Cio) 








IljftTal Recruitment of deports conti ;ue to ha root ivao restive 
British Subjects. 

to the shipment from the western portion of the 
Liberian F'epublic of British native subjects from 
Sierra Leone to tno Spanish and Portuguese Islands 
in the Gulf of Guinea* Prom statements which have 
reached re it would appear that small vessels of 
British, German, and Spanish nationality embark 
these natives from such places aa the mouth of the 
Hano River, Roberts port, Little Cape Fount, and 
others. I have also he rd that, hid Son away near 
the sierra ! none boundary, there are small depots 
where the British natives are collected for ship¬ 
ment Cminiature barracoono in a word), the steaj era 
stopping by si<mal to t :o then on board. Thence 
eastward to the various p >rts o:‘ destination, there 
would seen at present to be no means of checking 
this traffic, which is unquestionably superinten¬ 
ded and fostered by travelling agents who make 
periodical journieo along the coast for the purpose, 
no doubt of communicating to their resident repres¬ 
entatives the number of labourers required. This 
Consulate General might undoubtedly do much to dis¬ 
courage this constant leakage of British subjects 
if it possessed adequate means of water transit; but 
in existing circumstances nothing whatsoever can be 
done. 

II- Tith Prance. 

Thera can bo no doubt whatsoever that, however 
much in the past Great Britain nay in Lib -nan 
estimation have fallen from grace, franco has 
nevertheless always teen the Republic's most uncom¬ 
fortable neighbour. From the annexation in 1892 
of the sixty miles of coast between the San Pedro 
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and Cavalla iiivep3 to the al .sorption in 1907 of the 
large areas situated in th e ioper basins or the 
Cava 11a and ft Paul Rivers, the attitude of France 
has been invariably tiie sacew Hhe intends to have 
as much of Liberi; as under one pretext or another 
she can possibly appropriate, and without any thought 
of equivalent or compensation such os Great Britain 
has no invariably tendered in the cases of rectifi¬ 
cation*; of boundary* 

At the pr sent time steps are be ini; taken to 
delineate the Franco-Liberian boundary from its 
point of coincidence with tHt of our Colony of 
Sierra leone eastward to the right bank of the 
Cavalla River. As the result of urgent demands 
received from the French Government at the and of 
19IS, arrnngenents wore made to commence thi 3 work 
on the 16th of January last, and, aa the Liberian 
Government possessed only one surveyor, whose ser¬ 
vices had been obtained for their representation on 
the Anglo-Liboriin boundary, they were compelled to 
appoint him to the French commission alio, with 
instructions to continue, in so far as possible, 
to keep in touch ».ith tho British officers, and to 
co-operate with them from tine to time. How this 
somewhat singular arrangement has worked I have no 
independent means of knowing, but I recently heard 
that tho Fr oh officers appointed had been so long 
at a stand-still awaiting the arrival of the Liber¬ 
ian coiiauis ;loner that the Governor-General of Senegal 
by whom they wore appointed had addressed a very 
coldly worded reronatrance to the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment, who made the surprising reply that Mr Lee, 
their representative wtta lost anu his whereabouts 
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could not be ascertained. I am informed, io»ever, 

that,upon receipt of a threat from the Governor- 

' ** * 

General to withdraw t, e French officers, Mr Leo 

promptly discovered inself, and proceeded to the 

I" *\" 

rendezvous without further elay. 

There ia discernible in Liberian official 
ci-clon evidence of deep anxiety as to what, my be 
the outcome of this survey, That it will result 
in further curtailment of the inland borders of 
Liberia is generally looked upon as more than 
probable — a contingency for which the decidedly 
cold relations vhich have for sone tine subsisted 
between the 'partment and the French repres¬ 

entative have in a measure prepared them. 

Within the politic 1 Units of Liberia, French 
interests are at present entirely confined to the 
v-’ry dort-nt activities of the French fc-uth American 
Cable Company, Limited* and wireless telegraph 
station. It is, I think, fully realised that 
commercially there is no opening either for French 
capital or French on- rgies. I an nmoro of any 
question of importance vhich hen arisen between 
the two countries during the past year: but the 
coldness above referred to may be trn„.d.I understand, 
to certain unguarded statements made by the Rating 
vice-consul in a moment of alcoholic expansion when 
he assur • .is hearers that v sry shortly, for the 
cons idem tio;i afforded by the cession to the Govern¬ 
ment of India of the French po sion of PondichAry 
and othora, Groat Britain hid signified her willing¬ 
ness that Liberia should be absorbed into the French 
Pent African colonivn. These irresponsible babblings 
were in duo time carried to high of icir1 ears, 
losing doubtless nothing of their volume on the way, 
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and only the :'£ct t? j< t the acting vice-consul*s 
relief will- shortly arrive has served to render 
unnecessary a formal request for his withdrawal. 

Ill- With Corunny. 

Germany, althou, h disliked, distrusted, and 
secretly feared, occupies, on the whole, a stronger 
position in the Republic t’ an she did at the end 
of IRIS. Since the reprorertatives of Germany 
laboured so successfully to instruct and oppose 
the suggested British reforms in Liberia, their 
policy has been a perfectly consistent one, and 
although the preponderance ed by the United 

States- Government in the direction of Liberia's 
destinies has no doubt caused Germany 3omewhnt to 
no; 1 .if 1' ro]:’ to which o ■. our f: i 1 ur? s v e u idoubt- 

edly aspire , the fuirUng : .<rinciple h°.3 rithoit 
question i >n to o’tain ns groat a corimcrcinl hold 
upon th’> try is possible, with a viejr to future 
snd perhaps more favourable deve1oprarts. Her 

success in this direction is strikingly apparent 
from th- fret that, tiling the figures relating to 
the fiscal year ended Slot March, 1912 - the last 
available - Germany's share of the country's total 
trade amounts to no less than 63*5 per cent., and 
since then there hove no doubt been still further 
inereases, Thiej predominance is of W89 recent 
date, and repi’econt :■ outcor r rf very rol ireot-' 

v 

ed and surprising exertion indeed. It is the 

9 

recult, to : very 1 rge extent,of a carefully 
calculated oyster of judicious bullying. The long- 
continued presence in Liberian waters of large and | 
poverful German war-ships it the beginning of 1913; 
the unmistakable tons in which German claims 
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amourting to nearly '1,-00 have boon pressed. :,ncl 
recovered during the year, and the rough, clamourous 
insistence with which t e fullest possible measure 
of consideration i3 invariably exacted, so unlike 
our mothods ns a rule, all these have produced a 
deep impression upon the negroes of Liberie, to 
whom, as a display of force, they are more readily 
comprehensible then auaver mots ods. Thun, an I 
have pointed out, although secretly dreaded, Germany 
hag succeeded in fining a footing in the Kegro 
Republic ?Mch it sill tale cany years, and a com- 

i - 

pletfe revision '* British methods, to dislodge, 

Bori n; a the n.o’.t important ov-'nt of the ve-r, 
in aa far as German influence is concerned, *ng the 
opening at- Monrovia in July 1 -t of the Deutsche- 
Liberia Han! , an off-shoot of the business of the 
important Hambur ie of Herr A,Doer u This 

tank h.: not opened so .-.any hr. ci.-s, I understand, 
as the riv .1 Ban*: of British ’hist Africa, Limited, 
and there-' re its involuntary expenses in the shape 
of licence taxation are nbt so great. This bank 
has already exerc a considerable influence 
ujion the financial outloolf of the country* By 
means which I fcnvp alre .dy reported «the Foreign 
Office, it a large volume of business - 

greater, I believe, considerably than that remain- 
i)i 4 to the Priti-h cor.c rn, end is, fro;, every point 
of view, a useful instrument for the fostering and 

-•r 

furtherance of German achee.os and interests. Beth 
in the suggested Gamorotization in Liberia of 
British currency already referred to, and in that 
for the prohibition of the utterance of the new 
British We. ■ ic n silver coinage recently sue- 

U&) 



pended, tha Peutache-LiberivBanfc exorcised,,# 
powerful, if hidden influence, and there is no doubt 
that, r*3 tiie goer on, furtl or efforts will bo cads 
to lin.it tho pi*' t extensive use of British 

* i » >* "5 V*^ ‘ 

silver, by the issue of lm tities of Liberian 

dollars minted in -emn.v, the net value of which 
io a little leas than 9d each I 

At the beginning of 1913, aa a result of 
nativ i■turbancea in the Jtiver Cms .district, a 
lar. e mtal or of 3err.vin fires possessing factories ( 
or branches at ths t place lodged Clair is against 
the Libori Governnent for Joss and dotage alleged 
to have been sustained through tho looting and 
destruction of their stores and buildings. Those 
cUi:3 snountol in the aggregate to about £18,750* 

In due course an international commission was 
appointed to es-i' ino them, tlte members of which, 
in addition to ?:any sittings, visits,; the scene of 
tho unrest and interrogated witnesses upon the 
spot. It wa3 found that the greater number of 
these claims wore f i f itisus or frar.relent, and, w 
whilst some were disallowed altogether, others were 

reduced by as much as 70 ant K> nor cent. In the 

* 

end an award of £1,130 ms r. ■ e cov . in : all the 
claims, and for this, after soi - itation, the 
Liberia>■ Govern;ient accepted liability. 

The whole secret of Genian ascendancy in Liberia 
- os u ray be, of bourse, el-ior; are, lies in their 
practice of bribing. Bribery and lavish enter¬ 
tainment of high Government pffici have without 
■ oubt secured than the* position t! ay occupy here 
today, and in a country whose administration is so 
hopelessly corrupt on is that of Liberia, m d whose 
officials accept offerings a^ide to then for any 
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purpose 'in' of any magnitude with the ins iuoianoo 
of n rnilway-portor. it ia clear that to persona or 
associationsuntroubled I y acruploo ro aroint its 
employment, the door to the materialisation of their 
ambitions is one which 'can be opened by these means. 
At the time in Dec r>.Vr loot when the award of the 
or -ir for n motor fovonhe cutter involving tiie 
expenditure of some f.4,000 was banging in alanoe, 
and out of 37 tenderers 13 were of Cortaua nation- 
itjr. ir local , led by the German 

consul, entertrlindd'practically the entire Executive 
to luncheon t a local restauraht. The luncheon 
began at 8-G pm an. continued until after 7-0 p 
when, the guests were rcuaved it is"said in strict 
order of precedence by means of natives and the 
process known as the "frog's march." One of the 
tails of the fecretary of state's frock-coat was 
recovered in the road the following day, but the 
scab, rd of the Goman consul's sword is, I under¬ 
stand, still missing. In’this case, however, the 
bolt completely m.js its r..'rk. us, of course, 
the selection rusted chiefly with the members of 
the International Customs Receivership who were 
nntur lly not present. but the inoibi it deacribod 
forc;s an example of how the ice in broken in the 
direction of the subsequent realisation of some 
cheri;htd feutonic- plan. In this case Wo order 

1 m * 

was awarded to a British.firm. 

IV- iTith the United Gtatas. 

The direction assumed by the United States of 
the affairs of Liberia. although irksome in the ex¬ 
treme to the Executive Government of the smaller 
Republic, is having on the wiiplo. I think, a salutary 
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influunco. From tr*e inception ot' the v rious far- 
reaching arra geu>nts which came into bo log witn 
tm* 131;; loan onward, t. or; i. ore and i.ora evidence 
that the country's ri nee;, to which I shal-l refer 
presently, and the conduct of its adi’iini; tration as 
well, are gradually but surely being set upon a 
firmer ana oetter oa3ia. 

But so far a.; Liberians are concerned, the pro¬ 
cess is a 0istasteful one. thoy feel,and feel most 
deeply,! it t no • masters in their own 

house; they look wistfully back upon the bounteous 
days of the dr1anger loan when the Customs Inspector 
possessed no power to dictate «.s to what should be 

* » *. x ft' 

done with the revenue paid into the Treasury, and I 
fear they look upon trie American financial adviser 
as far more of aiti an a help > Lotting, 

for example could exceed tne indignation which was 
aroused in hovember last whon flashington, in an 
unmistakably,*• orded telograi, literally forbade 
tne order from Germany of rge quantity of Liber- 
i *t dollars, and the withdrawal from .ircr.lation of 
British silver coins. It v- • .it that surely 
Liberia was paying too heavy a price for the real- 
is tion of L.o obj-,a. !3 which tie American c omen sc i on¬ 
ers of 19U3 car.e over !o stud., ; that the country 
might just as aell relinquish its shadowy indepen¬ 
dence, an. come a mere appanage of the United 
States. But, of course, nothing could be cor 

beneficial than - this constant surveillance; to 

•- - - 

which, moreover, however much the Coverm ent of the 
Negro Republic may struggle and writhe, they stand 
fairly committed — during the continuance of the 
19 IB loan at any rate. 
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T thinV on rhele, hpr-ov r, t v o l’rit*£ "irtes 
is gradually ring to the ?o-t tl.*t Lthnpi« ia 

not in all respects the persecuted saint which the 
report of the American eomrci; ioriers gent over in 
Msy 1909 represotei her to bo. It must'at all 

fy 

events ’ey now h-./n boon rmli:;ed that the Liberians 
hove an aato^iifing faculty for presenting a cane 
favourable to Ihotosulves, Oven though the rein points 
conveyed nay be entirely the fruit of their ardent 
imagination* fince the Aneric-rn financial adviser 
appointed under the 1912 refunding loan agreement 
entered upon ’ -• discharge of his in many ways 
difficult and arduous duties, ho has had occasion 
to note *»ith surprise the man zing corruptness of 
t H re gxecutive, and their surprising proflcion- 

oy in what, fmith Africans would call an incurable 
■slimness." ' ip not believe they car. help it. 

Tt is absolutely bred in then. One ovod from 
-the influence of controlling supervision, I have 

£% r ^ n ' i ** J ~ L r , , f W “ * 

thO’financial adviser’s assurance - did I need it - 
that Libor i ms are wholly and entirely patrustworthy. 
It might have been supposed that ordinary grat¬ 
itude for t’ e many benefits which have incontestably 
followed America® interference in Liberian affairs 
woul rife;' itself'in pome tangible form: 

- * 4 ji* • u. ! #la 

such, for example' os t v o grant of opncdu tons to 
Aii iricm a'pitalists. furi-ng the recently conclud¬ 
ed senslea of t re Loginla lure , one or t - o highly 
recommended f .reric n pro: ctrs were 1 id before the 
repre ’.ontstiveo by influentil bodies in tho United 
St teg "ho, in the light of the position in which 
the >vo countries stood towards one another, felt 
absolutely confilent of success. Lone of these 
cone<«i 'ions were granted, nor woro any reasons given 
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for their refusal. r .he rui.oni3hi.icmt and mciigim- 

t 

tion of the vromotora ma T ..oat acute, and the; left 
Liberia vowing that* is so f r as they covld 
influence matters, no further American G'-iital 
should ever of ’er it lelf for the future development 
ol' the country. Happening to meet the Secretary 
of State near the Kxecctive " msion soon afterward*, 
the chief promoter of the American propo;r la told 
him so in moat lurid terms, to the great scandal 
of the knot of surrounding cabinet ministers; and 
when the former suggested in soothing tones that 
when he visited New York in the coming year the 
matter might be reopened, the angry American shouted 
"Neither you nor anybody oonnoctod with your - - - 
country will avor reopen the matter, with me, not if 
I see you coming first, either in this world or the 
next.* And ‘^pressing fervent .‘ishes reaming 
hr King*n future state, the representative of 
American finance stalked grimly away. 

The newly appointed American minister, >r 
Oeorge Washington Buckner, is one of those singu¬ 
lar types whose employment m any public capacity 
would perhaps only be possible in the service of 
the United t tea. He is a mulatto of about f>6 
years of age, very imperfectly educated; and intense¬ 
ly unclean in his per on and mbits. On his first 
public appearance in Sonrovia ne achieved undying 
fnmo by proposing the toast of the health of the 
Prince of Peace ! hr Buckner, ilthough he reached 
his post early last December, 3till appears to be 
but imperfectly acquainted with the position 01 
affairs in Liberia, the business of his fission 
being conducted by an astute h'l -caste secretary 
who has resid 'd in ti e emu try for a number of years. 
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It is considerop probable•; '“or several of i.S■•’ fore¬ 
going reasons, added to Ha rp-t nervousness of 
thp el in to, that hr Btiolrher'ls period of • ’io* 
in ?iberin r.ny rot. bo a very pro loured one. 

rp. This body has, hole, 

vor>«d smoothly, altho ■ ns diff. - oes havrf 

arisen fror tiro to tine between it and the G rorn- 
ment relative chiefly to the disposal *of surplus 
revenue, and to t—> interpretation of the various 
clauses of the 191P rofnn 1 ing loan r-rre or.t. 

firing the year considerable diesatis "action 
has been manifested by tie PeceIvors individually 
ot that they r> ird ns the aril inner of their 
emoluments,, and the refusal of the Liberian Govern- 
pent to grant them hone-lorvo travel Hr ~ or other 
allowance-. Phis rt ons»>v*to ;ojv<rol ms instructed 
to •’•a representations Hi* a view to improving 
the nonitlor of these moe in concert with tho 
reor^en* Hive? of v e other cotin trie- concerted, 
and is no? awriting the return of th” Prone! vice- 
con on l in order to -’r r attention to tb i niter. 

Tn the month of ^eo'vher lost, at tho opening 
of the nnrir- 1 meetings of* the pop -ivershi*. . it was 
decided, on the notion of jLhe British Poe. iver to 
extend for e period O'* l p norths the agreec orl with 
the pncV of frit irh Teat tfrAcn.. Limited. for tho 
custody of tho pocMvership'g aocoent and general 
business. '•lit, for thin decision tho existing 
arrangement with t bank would have toninated on 
the 80th June* 1014, and been thrown open t ' r 
by the British and German br-n 1 . s with, conceivably, 
the certainty of the latter oM inirg it. its, 
ext ’naion -for a year, t^refor >, nave rise in -for’.an 
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cir„l*a in great indignation. A few days after 
the aettleuKmt of the mutter, I received a visit 
ij'cjt. the Jar? n consul, who actually went so fur 
m to suggest. the- propriatj 01 t.j directing the 

i -■ • tf '■ ■ •* } 

Britihn Receiver to taka steps to lave lii-s o n 
motion ::ot aside, and th< fii 1 agency of the 
it >caivnrahip thrown open to tender on tiie 1st July 
next, I natiHMliy expressed the re, ret which the 

* - B #< l 

i:possibility oi giving ei ct to his wishes aroused 
and ho left me to place a report of what he called 

* W - y - 

this palpable slight to dor interests' before 
the Germn Foreign Office. 

fhe Liberian Secretary of the Sro" niry left 
recently for o, theoretic illy for Um ourpuse 
of tusking orra-'gesiciits for tho co-ordination and 
publication of the I.ilorian liws ui.d statutes, 1 
nave ascertained, however v that one of the chief 
reasons for t o journey is to interview haasra. 

. % - <_ ( . - * * . - * * J ' fc 

«ar our,.• tea Hamburg Bankers, and to represent 

*' r * f f r . i 

to them tne urgency of removing from the custody 
of the ip tne duty - clearly solving 

upon t;.it bodj by the terms of the 1912 lo :ree- 
nent - of taking, direct payments in respect w toe 
maintenance of ti.e Lioeridn f’rcnti r force instead 
of t!rough the Jreasury no the ej. rim r.t of ar. 

i or tho fiscal year 1514/lb, the coat of-the Liber¬ 
ian frontier' Force is estimate, at Club,000, o<.jual 
to about £20,600, and as a presidential election 
sill take place early in the cot lug year the desire 
of the executive Govern ont to have &e muon money 

ii to possible is, it is thougi , r 
cOKpren-’miible. In any pane the General receiver, 

o iuia race ,tly proceedeu to New l'ork on leave of 











absencill 10 doubt »>o able to make ech repres¬ 
ent at i oils to the American Bankers to the loan (bassrs. 

Kuhn, Loeb and Company) as will resu t in the con¬ 
tinuation of the statue quo. 

Of into ouch unoaaiaea." has bcun f»it in the 
British, /'ranch, - Soman ftecuivers. at the decis¬ 
ion of Ins American Qc Ivor to claim the 

power to prevent the Receive,ship as a body from 
dooidihs questions in a manner contrary to his views 
by decU.«m t ; to put to the meetings motions vhich. 


in the opinion o. the asiemblpp deceivers, should 
be submit to to vole, he h a, it seti;. •., quoted 
the authority o. nir Gov-.-rnuent for the power which 
he claims to direct the Receivers, and, consequently, 
to regard them as subordinates subject to hia orders. 
This attitude, but recently assumed, has aroused 
t r L o position, o it i.. r-lt, -nd'I ti.;n);*ri*,htly, 
that it i3 not easy to sec how any Receiver can 


satisfactorilyjpepresont the interests of the bond- 
hol r; i he is denied the n, : t to sub..it questions 
to the vote o ' u.ie , \ ip as a i , , . 1'his 
is aspect 11, re It by md orman •• ecu l vers 


who represent on tho Board tuu only Iso countries 
in which loan bonds tore sold, -nd which are held 


to the values of ..313,000 and £45,000 respectively* 

is did, ict • cj . ■ rrt«d to all the Govern- 

dents represented by Receivers, and an early pronoun¬ 
cement upon the subject is eagerly awaited. 




V- ’lolliestic Affairs. 


POU'i'TOS. ty p Joint Resolution recorded on tho 9th 
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January 1 st , the annue 1 ae ion tn tiot.ul 
Legislature «ilj be- .ot vened in future on the first 
Monday in September of each year instead ot the 
corresponding day of January as formerly. This 
Resolution further substantially curtail.; riod- 

of office or the President. ac it i3 pres¬ 


cribed that the day for the inauguration of the 


President e n Vice-Prem • 'it sir,11 i r ti.e 
Monday in Mbvembay, and not of January as 


-'irst 

4 

f ortaerly. 


President Howard, unless he he ;• •- ; -ctod, will 


thus relinquish office- on tno first or. ii mem¬ 


ber, 1915, la.itsud of t’n<* following January - the 
election If ing place in t,. preceding May. 

fho general feeling in .onrovia is otic of treat 
uncertainly as to ti.e result of the approaching 
struggle, but £ think goneral opinion favours t 
re-election oi rd whose return to office 

koul. , i think, be for roL u;-. opul ;r. The l*r Jident 


is a Liberian by birth, and one of the blackest 
negroes I have ever aeon. lie is a i»m of great 
shrewdness, ad prid.s ni;..jelf, I think, upon the 
possession Of a aouewhat bluff, runt ed i. inner, he 
is, nevertheless, dupable and straightforward, and 
has a vide reputation or the tneeiirnble virtud 


of always keying bis >orb. Choul Presi 'ent 
Howard not < second torsi of office, 

it ic extrei-ioly fif. icrlt to any who rould succeed 

inn. Pci- 1 on 11 y I mini that Mr Doanen, wluf is at 
preoont oiiplo od n* chief justice, ionic in all 
probability i.o chosen, free, the circu; ;;'-r,oo timt 
he has recently received from h British ftr’idete 
a suiv. of about lib,Oct for a portion of his a are in 
a large dining project. This would "more than 
suffice, di i he employ it ju icioualy, to seat hir 
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.firmly in t r-.*.<i.' ' 


ir l i1.rv where 


votes are op>’illy bought and :old. At the last 
eluotion, whi n was Uio no;t bitterly oonloatad 
for many year 3 , :'r Dossert was defeated, a it was 


. asserted that soul. . ; -* rd of in politics 

* ** 

itvJ r 7i'i !> p 0 T'-< w- ‘ho oxut^: isu 'thin op ini on* 

however, had rac' oned without his present vt -mrcea. 
But in addition to tp.* aalo o'* rotor, i ti o>m 1 voting 


is e.ttr ‘. oly oo-non. PollorthS U] on the ■••lection 
o. 1911, Bishop ?<• v.’ . the head of the Ration*! 


Church, issued a ichs.rgo to 
following si<, nil icar.t words 


is el*rgy in vhioh the 
occur: 


• Ignorant >' pu"> hnnal 1 rotors • re rrinoua to 

11 other republicn. $hy not to ours like¬ 
wise ? At tin’ nolle the vote of a fool is 
counted one. and that one takes the whole 
of -i philoTopher 1 cancel it. flow in 
Liberia these are chiefly manufactured from 
the wild ho-'than, mre than ninety- _> • in 
a night. The privilege to take a few 
acres of land and register. hundreds of 
nameless natives, or on election day to 
vote r .. v >r the identical bun Irian by 
simply christening him afresh for each occas¬ 
ion 1 in , d, ’ons weapon in the hands of 
politicians. But it in done*“ 

Should !r Do-sen he r- turned. 1 shall look for 
a still greater measure of anti-Brilion feeling, for 
during his period of office as Vice-President in 
the Barclay c l inet he employed his pool ion ao 
chairman of the senate., which body was entirely in 


his hands, to initiate and carry out a perfect cam¬ 
paign against Great Britain and British interests, 
urged thereto by those Gen.an commercial houses to 
whom - in common with practically all his colleagues 
in the cabinet - he was heavily in debt. His dis¬ 


like o us has apparently in nowise abated, ts is 
abundantly evident from all aorta of unimportant 
but unristaVp.ble indications — but then, an I novo 
already a:.id, this i:t a feeling which, for the moment 
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at , is cr.treiweily ^oharal; 

JINANClU In hifl report o pr lSth.'l^lg, 

which y'r laid be for • t’ I. i her 1 n nf Senate and Hons* 

;2v;y_ jf 

of Repr vf *«-•fn'f Ivan, th' 1 a -cr -tary of the Tfeeiury 

t v -.‘ folio' inn at iapont of f'c ; ’oM covered by 

the proceeds .of the 19IS loan: 

Pori stored External Obligations’ $977,295.7 

Registered Internal Obligations 

as at t cs 'K'r fist. 1910, 595,923.0! 

Total chargeable to loan . $l,57ji 4 ,'618.77 

Of the regietored intern. .1 obligutlonn, settle- 
nent u - - been effected in -certain porcertt&goa if the 
par values, but not, of course in their entirety. 
Anong the Acts passed by the Legislature in January 
left, one appears which provides for the retireiiout 
of the mining registered floating debt of the 
Republic which is there* ticated at £196,765.; + 
equal to £39,7b£. This is to be effected by the 
acceptance of debt cortifie; tea ut par in payment 
of all internal revenues with two or three unixioort- 
any exceptions. This, ho ever, it i; not' felt 
will prove a alov prncens. aid, I lo rn, :e,,otia- 
tions oro in progress with Uessre. Warburg, t 
Rantburg bankers, to extinguish the entire Mount 
by an advance guaranteed by the ini. 'avenue, 

but of this details are very difficult to obtain 
the terns of the proposalu cic.de oelng kept secret. 

The estimated receipts of the Republic ior ti e 
fiscal year 1914 prepared in pursuance of the refund¬ 
ing loin ••<grw«nt arc as shown ovar-le.;f4 
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Estimated Receintp for the Fifi- 1914, prepared in nursnance 

of a Provision' in t .• r ■•'• cmt pot Ref' lg Loan,Art.4,Para.5. 


It is estimate 


inate-. that upon the Basis of Fxieiing Lass the '>'• 
of the Republic ■'or the ’ meal Year 1914 rill be: 


.:i>ipts 


Cl) 


Balance Cash in Pank from 1913 & 36,000 
From Cuntoma - 

Rubber Tax - - - - 1.000 

Headnoneys - lo.GoO 

Internal Rorenunc - .000 

Postal Revenue;; - i .0' 1 - 

TOTAL RSTIY.'TR 11 RECEIPTS FR0!f AL1 "■ ' Y 


$534,500.00 


•is 


f 


t is estimated ti L U. . u\to cbor.'.o't'Mo 

inst the foregoing receipts under exist - 

ing La*s, Cor 

(a) For di -' ;' . nts of Cv to: 

Receiv Tship, is.clu lin, interest 

and Sinkin, , Fipen of e 

Customs Service and iaritime Pat¬ 
rol Service .fi07,235.00 

bj For the Liberian Frontier 

'oroe v 1*000 strong;. 133 ,305T.0P 

o; Amount? for which Liberian 
fovemnent i. j ;u 'v- ■ ity: 

Attla Award 

Cera;. : Cl ias Tor., in cion 

Claim floermann'a Clerks 

Repair:? to "Lurk" owing to 
French Government at Dakar 
Clait of heirs of Auranus 
ItJfiller.oer l.r. A.Govern;..t 
For t’.u : lor.ting "oM. 




*4 


Cd) 


•w • ♦ • 


o.jiiO.GQ 
5, -01.77 
638.06 

3, 1: .0 

793.34 

10 , 000.00 


) TOTAL AUotKTS CHAF L? AGAINST 
„ ■ KST XMAT KO K ' I PM 
(3) RBSIOUK OF ' 7D ?9 AVAT R FOB 

LEGISLATIVE A. 


ocr. ,609 .67 
1C7, :oo.i:: 
t J64,560.06 


Th 1 tvre, however, amend od several important 

<*■ - 

det ils of th.'Si* estimates. They reduced to 800 the 

- A 

m; r of th-e Liberian Front i-i : 1,000, 

- -ff 

and entirely eliminated the anount of ■?• 1C ,000 (f .9,000 ) 
set aside for the redaction of the floating debt. r y 
thoao neo n the residue available for appropriations 
was incr^apd by jut.4 820,000. thigh, it ia tnfereiood, 
will bj> employed to a groat extent in sending; ctaiaaar- 
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to Europe and America to treat fit! the bankers to the 
loan for the restoration to the Treasury of the payment 
of the Liberian Frontier Force, and the extinction,by 
cleans ol’ a special loan of the internal flouting debt 
as already stated. 

The revenue of the country assigned to the purposes 
of the 1912 loan stsowa steady increase, due chiefly 
to the reorganisation of the Customs Service which 
followed trie iSrlanger loan of 1^07. This, it is felt, 

a 

will fully suffice to cover all possible oi ligations' 
during the continuance of the present extern 1 debt 
and leave a growing residue for administrative purposes. 
In addition, however, to the surplus remaining avail¬ 
able for appropriations, steps are now being taken to 
increase revenue by taxation in many wa/o. As we 
have soon, a 'eternsine i attempt was recently made 
heavily to penalise bunking eat lishments; indications 
are not wanting that foreign business houses will be 
severely taxed by the next sessio. the Legislature, 

,whilst pro.partitions have been rude in an enactment 
recently issued to levy harbour and light dues upon 
shipping as well. Fortunately this last fore, of 
taxation cannot no imposed for some considers is tic© 
to come; when it ia. a very considerable decrease in 
the volume of shipping resorting to Liberian porta 
will be the it teeinie or.a inevitable ouLeone, together 
with an appreciable increase in fr<ight-ratea. 

The inconvenient reaund.mcy of copper coins in 
circulation is a serious question in business circles. 
The safes of at least one British agency tire glutted 
with over £&00 worth of useless coins lying completely 
idle and which cannot be returned into circulation. 1 
have on several occasions drown the attention of tho, 
financial adviser to this unfortunate state of things. 
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and have ur its aaoeptano’e by the Treasury which 
should call in and destroy tile greater portion ox' it. 

I have also suggested that a large percentage of it 
might l'd utilised for tna payment of the Liberian 
Frontier Force in the shape of daily wages. So far, 
no^-ver, no decision has i.vvW taLdti. It is, in my 
opinion, an ex; jsirfg question, one tbieh 

mi!Gt be so tiled si trout 0 neo&JS*ry daisy. 

VI- General and Concluding Remarks, 

» 

During IS 13, as I have frost time to time had 
oooasion to report to the Foreign Gif ice,native distur¬ 
bances nave boon by no .tean.; u»frequent, and the 
reauitin,. loan of life nan beet heavy uad lamentable. 

i 

Of thoao outbreaks as a rule one only hears of bostil- 
itioa which affect, either directly or indirectly. 
European or Liberian interests, u:d terminate in armed 
Govt rnaant j t r. rence. Of t..eoe L,.ero j,n/<> been 


s<m coven or oig: t case.;, but in tan far interior, 
inh .ilet : s i is ny ;su or H; .afferent tribes for 
those r.s the Liberian Government has no terrors, 
fighting, - 1 v —r. i lug, uti c nnib lieu are events 
of every-day oocurre which continue unbroken through¬ 
out tr e year. 

y t it * ■ ( 

About t d of 1912-the. Krusion of Rock Casa, 
an aggressive end ~r 1 i- t• people, produce; riuoh uneas¬ 
iness by making cert .in unwarranted demands upon the 
resident Liberian district official* foremost ai.ong 
these were the release of certain prisoners awaiting 
trial for murder, and the revocation of oertnin 
obnoxious regulations' prohibi ting the sale of'’powder 
and un-caps. 

, i - | t I 1 4 ' 

* On a feport o these de ia reaching Uohrovie, 

-j-’4|r ■ 

two detachments of the Libor i; n frontier Force 130 
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strong were* drafted down to keep .ordW’, and after some 
little fighting and sJtirrii.’.l inf, natters resumed their 
nor; 1 'ispefct. 

On the 8„7th J nivr;., l' 1 !.", however, the 'rus 
suddenly rose and attacked the Govetment troops which 
were forced to retire l^rinr 8 kilted and 5 wounded. 

The IS n-ho-'t 'I irl", hich was close at d, 

lost no time in proceeding to the spot, and supported 

the ‘root'/ wit her achii p-suns; inflicting, it is 

« ' * j. ' " ' 

said severe lo see upon the "res. 

Thereafter,desultory fighting continuing almost 
unbroken, active hostilities were resume-’ r 1 e 
and of June, tfte outposts of the Liberian Frontier 
Force at Hiver fuss, note ten rile- from the scene of 
the previous 0i»tbraaK ! t bbin# mu-Jonly attack©d by a 
force of over 200 well-armed Krua who c rou by 
sea in crv oeo. This assault t ioV pl-tce by night, 
and wa.; so fell plv necl that, '-s the Government troops 
fell in i order >h the town, they were closely 

pursued by the viol or ions K rue who entered it ’it 
them, fired the officers' Quarters and other buildings* 
and retired in good order leaving, 1 .owevor, some 1<5 
dead upon t round. Th” era! supposition is 
that the off ' ed iii r i for the 

'" Cr~ - u - 

GoverrmeHt magazine. Among t : - ’.;arsotii killed, as 
reported y we at the time.were two mtive British 
subjects, p 3? whom was subsequently diTcovered to 
have adopted the slat 5 of a ’iheriarw 

About the middle of Septeir.ber, a determined revolt 
ag- in ’t Liberian .authority to lace in the t^A 
chief;’on. no r the Angl o-li* ori; t boundary. It a ears 
that a more or lees important chief named KANGABAHTA, 
whose people had been on er occasions the victims of 
Liberian inhumanity and op*r as ion, suddenly rose, 

SO) 






killed the Literiaa custom .1 at a place 

called ... G30U on the L*0A Riv*r* toother -it his 
court twi&sertKpr,drove other Literian ot. i- ials to 
take refuge in Sierra Leone*. and openly defied the 
authorities at Monrovia. Soon the entire country 
eas in a state of rebei.iion, How this rising was 
quelled is not kno^r. here, or at least no infl ¬ 
ation upon the subject is obtainable, , - 

ever,known that u Liberian cautuin with 1/0 non of 
the Frontier Force wore close at hand, and that the 
country was reduce to a State of subjection, but 
exactly how I never heard — scarcely, indeed, nad 
the eourne to inquire. 

In the early part of 1913, universal norror 
* 3.-3 aroused in Monrovia by tin* inhuman cruelty 
practised in the interior of the Grate 'Jiacaa County 
by a certain Captain Browne, an officer of colour 
who had been lent by the Asxw loan. Govern:. out to 
re&odel the Liberian Frontier Force, Dany 

other terrible chrgec, he was accused of having 
incarcerated prisoners in c^lls too ss,all "or then 
to either Bland, sit or lie . own, and kept then 
there without food or water until le.ey ltd. ie 

m 

was also stated to have butchered acorca of people 
in cold blood i or no offence ijeJ'ond his fours that 
without "a good lesson* they might oispluy hostility 
towards hi®'. It was afterwards found tort 'there 
were grounds for 3 i«ppoainr- that tiuo miscreant was 
not entirely sane. Re was however relieved of his 
oonnand on the fpro/soing stuteneats reaching the 
capital, and sent back to the United States. 

Such‘are tor -or - itiau? etioess of n A ivr u. rast 
which have taken place in Liberia during year 
under review, Kach diiturnance as it occurred wac 
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duly do tho auL ject c'.- -dao u‘ieh to the Foreign 
Office, and I huvo not, therefore, coiididared it 
ueeoaeary to ’de. 1 with t. o»> -11 hero in dotal 1, # 
sine-* some of those of aaer .importance vore only. 
®&tiers of purely local’significance enu tuid ly 
subsided. ' But that t -or..itione of life of the 
up-country Natives are as bad as they can well be, 
does not, I tiiini*. ndiit of oho ;,or.cnt‘a doubt* 

By the Liberian of. ioiujb the inland tribe, §.ru said 
(and I h.'iiovo -ith truth) to bo treated i i wild 
beasts: ' killed an:.’ flogged and bought ar.d sold 
'•it.: cn entire aisro/arJ for thoir claii a to possess 
any rights to Liberian citiaehahxp, ’Tho shall 
blane the&, therefore, when, saury oi itrago of 
every description, they seek in their turn a day 
of rec! o a 

it today., 

and quite apart from any question of Ukec or dis¬ 
likes - of friendshipor ion — its condition 
• ■■a Jpicuoua improver.,v>at over that » ioh 
it displayed at the close of 1912, and t feel sure 
thiit this is due to the nieaaurea then tar -ily taken 
by the American Government to as;ist the needs of 

4 >' • i 

»hit. hysteric il oi li&l nati’ontlity nor 

t - 

take pleasure iv 'dcacriiiirg as their f"Wunette 
sister n lion," In short the loan ol’ 1912 has 

sot Liberia upon her feci as probably fav oi..,«r 

- hyps . 

rotK’. ieo ecu la so :u ccestsfully have dona, Tho 

.. 2* * - f ( * 

!i*ecuUvt Government it is true reaentr. t?,e tihht 
hold which is riost pisoly, kept upon it, and sighs 
for the days of the abuses and "graft* which have 
nor pa. sad aw.; . at least for a tii.o. ; till, they 
are willing: to ear it the benefits of the now order 

( 


t 


■ * * 
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of things, anti to give full cr«*. it for the adatrable 
work of tho International Customs Receivership. 

It requires no prodigies of administration to 
convert the Republic of’ Libor it into a perfectly 
ea-'iiy-run business proposition which in tine to 
co.ie should show a surplus of revenue over expend¬ 
iture ouf »nt to place the necessity for foreign 
debt entirely outudv tie u- stion. !hia nil not 
be realised, I fear, durir. e survival of the 
present generation, so dii v loult is it to uproot 
that hardy a .id tonaeiou plant corruption, whose 
root3 go so deep down into the public life of the 
Liberian of today. 
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My dear Kir: 

It ' - a with rent pleasure and reification that I 
received your extrerely Y ind lot*or of the lPth Kerch, 
relative to t’ II part shieh I in obtaining the 
admission o- r - the rer briti^h v est Africa’ c\ir ircy into 
the Republic of t iberin. 

With reference to the po mil ility of future diffi¬ 
culty, I am of -pinion v-t ty let* or to President Howard 
stipulatin' the conditions in which the exchange of tha 
new for the Imperial -nl^er would l e i ode by the Rank of 
Britioh "'em. Africa would, in all probability,suffice to 
protect the currency against '’ll likely eventualities, 
since, obviously, we covin not oermt any bank to contract 
itself into a position wherein failure to carry out any 
portion o-‘ inch contract would result in a situation pre¬ 
judicial to the cor t<lotion of the new issue, especially 
when this Consulate-General had previously outlined tne 
conditions to thr Head of the xec tivo Government uirect. 

Attain thanking you for your kindi expressions, 

I am, 

Very fait; fully yours. 


Sir George V, id a, . . , ,,C,J 

&C * , t:Q . , C* , 

The Colonial cf. ice, onat trout, 
London, f.'' 1 . 
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iry y; » - • 

t’nVi p»»l t 

Hour A'ir, Ml-it April, 1914* 


I --R7P tt him our vory , ralefully to acknowledge 

t te receipt of your despatch ho. 18 (12 190) of the 
27th uHir.o, relative to ;, j iction in nncvrin/v the 
admission into hiieria-of t o no* I'ntmh est 


African silver coins o, the contents oi which have 



afforded mo the highest cr* iifioution. 

,/ith reference to the final paragraph of the 
inclosed copy despatch fror, t Colonial Office, 


»hich .iup.r*o tnd that I he nfhod to cons if or what 
cour te shout< lie t?.‘ on ir the e*'ent of the Bnrifc of 
British Test Africa doing *ron my cans© unable to 
fulfil the looal witnpr-r'r, expressed nil Harness . 
to o..C!.a?\,'e to any extern t the no* for the imperial <■ 
silver, I Mi of .irvlon tret such a situation would 
be found to fee cove re, by the reservation contained 
% i fir t : t 1> i. h Un ion is 

ahioh was worded os follows: 

"I T";*a t *""o consults the tennager of the Bank of 

Fritip and am*hapi y to oon- 

va to you his as.-niranpe that no sees no 

objection to accepting the condition em¬ 
bed led ir it (t'r fro .'incut* ; letter under 
r- • lv) an: exchanging the Colonial for 
U> Iriporial silver on request, provided, 
of C hirac, thU ouch exchrrge arise bona 
fid.-, in tie course of ordinary business, 

A ! i i ;k s ■ : tv i ' ■ ' ■ t* 0; .it 

• :-" r t ver¬ 

sons to prejudice or retard the free cir¬ 
culation of the coinage on an equal 

footing 

His lioatv'.i ‘ J ri cip 1 
Sooref.ary of ft ate or 

PomigT) Af^airo. 


* 
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* footing with that nov< in- -iT. 

It ’eons to r.p ti t, Jihou.:lj l., loc 1 bank 

' \ l -• Hi, ft ^ W t V\ 

rranager gav- the Lib ri- n po/^rnt ant an undertaking 

unguarded by -soar auc)- coalition an the foregoing 
to e .'.change tht* -mo coinage as ntnted, it would 

lid oration- o to whether-His Uaj- 
eaty'n Government » in this event of nif^ioyltiea 
arising t ;h his inability.to , could recog- 
nijo its validity, or pernit to as ployd of any 
British ascooicUon to contract himself into a 
situation wherein failure to fulfil the obligations 
assumed would vn the trays consequence >f reacting 





prejudicially upon the circulation of a British 
coinage — oapeG.lnl ly w'.-en t r litions .governing 
such situation hud already beer, outlined to the 
tfteri m ,»ovcrnment by mo. 

If any further arguBtcur. were needed in support 
of His Uajentyr*8, Covernnont,hesitating to permit 
interests at stake to stiffor frost inis eauae. it 
would be found. I thin!:, in the unusual nrocedure 
adopted.- by President Howard in opening a oorrespon- 
.donee ./ith an enployd of the baa- direct without 
my knowledge and before ti e ti iti a in progress 
wit! this Consulate General could be considered as 
being complete. 

a* ' .‘«r y 

It i;: somewhat significant to my mind that 
President Howard should not in any subsequent commun¬ 
ication to tie 'nave said anything to dopfeoate the 

reservation 













No.ary 14 








, 




.... 1* .» ; • 
Js - ■ V- - .->* > -» -V' •• V /!■/ O : ■ 

28 '».\St3 : \ 83% -f 






reaervation whiQh. I fait it. hece sary 1 ; und. 








boar inf: 1 is fact in ri; *, and : Iso V t roj conditions 


v/«r > in hie harms hpf’ore* h* vroto on 1! ^ sublet to 


> 


Uo cAQs/^r of tho Par* of fritiah Test Africa, I 

" w ■ 

IV ir.V. if eff :ri ori.crt alwie ari ;a in tha future, 
but little difficulty would be exr.nrienced in find- 
in« naans to rn ova it. 

I have tne i ono t to t<« # 







"itb the nig ant r^ss.oot* 



- ? 





ir, 

V-a.r ;o ■ *. obeniont, 

ini att ic servant. 
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rJITMH C0H8UlAiT G2OTRAL, 


!OHKOVIA* 

:’ay 16 th 1911. 


Sir;- 

I hava the honour to furnish you tith the fol¬ 
lowing information r^spoctinr: the conditions of Li¬ 
berian native labour in the Spanish island of "or- 
nnndo Po* 

A1 though many iir.provorcanta have taken place 

‘ v ' , 4k tp ’ • 

during the last three yoara in connection with the 
conditions under which Liberian native labour 13 

’ •'( \% £■ f ’ ' J' / * |S %1 v., \ •• / .**•• jT; ^ # 

employed in the island of Fernando Po yet there are 
improvements still desirable. 

Owing to the hit My protective policy of Spain 
there io little inducement 'or steamers other than 
Spanish to call homewards at that island resulting 


51 


"is Majesty*s Principal 
Seorotnry of State for 
Foroi,:n Affairs* 



resulting in the foot that '..*hon the tine of the 
contracts expire Jith the Liberian natives they have 
somotines to -ail in the towns cix weeks or lonrar 
before a steamer arrives to take thon to their 
lones, the consequence being that in the meanwhile 
their email savings are often very quickly spent 
through ouch detention* 

?he Co verm ient insist on all farms keeping 
on nand necessary medicines ac well as abundant 
food,and proper housing for all native labourore. 

In th^e respects the authorities have certainly 
gone a stop in the right direction* but on the 
other hand tho3e nativos who fall sick in the 
principal towns, namely: SANTA ISABEL and S/JJ 
CARL08 are compelled to go to the hospital which 
is so much dreaded by them that they would much 
prefer to be treated by their own employers: the 
hands of the latter are, however, practically tied 
ns in the event of any native dying who had not 
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not bean ao:,t to the hospital is employer in lia¬ 
ble to a very heavy fine. Therefore the conclu¬ 
sion is that the hospital authorities should afford 
to the nativo patients ::uch butter treatment whloh 
ia 3C urgently needed at that institution in order 
to induce confidence! i: tie natives when they be¬ 
come ill to o'a to hospital in a more silling manner 
than they have hitherto boon inclined to do* 

Although the jail right coiaparr favourably 
rith such institutions in other Post African Colo¬ 
nies yet it ia desirable that better food and 
treatment bo given by the jail authorities to the 
nativo prisoners. 

Native labourers cn thoir arrival in the 
island are registered at the Curadurla, a govern¬ 
ment Office, and full particulars have to be fur¬ 
nished by each native of the names of the towns 
and distriots in which he has his hone, as well 
as the names of his parents, also the nat.es of 
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of his district chiefa. 

Kaoh nativa is now register*d for the period 
of one yaar, and it is oorpulaory .’or him to receive 

payment in the pros once of ti j Curador, a Govern- 
.eat official, of the half of hia wages at the and 
of every moth, the other half being paid into the 
Curadurla hero such : onion iro kept- until the na¬ 
tive's contract vith his employer is completed* 
fiu idea o'* this regulation in that the natives 
should not only be prevented, so far as is practi¬ 
cally possible* from any temptation to squander 
the money they earn ehiV.t ti oy are forking in the 
inland, but to encourage then to take away at least 
one half of ir wages on returning to their na¬ 
tive country, which regulation appears to be a 
good advertisement fc.r inducing other natives to 
frngage thereelves for work in Fernando Po. 

Owing to the fact that in the past there have 
been employers who did not cake proper payment to 





to their native labourers; and other farmers who 
from want of means waited until tho sales were ef¬ 
fected of the gathered crops of their cocoa before 
paying the wages of their native employees, it is 
therefore due to these onuses that the existing 
regulation concerning the prompt ]>ayw*nt of such 
wages came into force c&inly for the oatter protec¬ 
tion of the interests of those natives desiring to 
engage themselves to work under coloured employers- 
Put the system is not altogether satisfactory to 
■Rritish and Gorman employers of native labour, ua 
the majority of the natives vouin prefer drawing 
their sages in Liberia on their return home, and 
such a system of payment could bo easily effected 
with the Jritish, German and Dutch leading local 
merchants, ns well no with the Bank of : riti-h ®eet 
Africa, Limited, which have their Agencies at 
Fernando Po, also The Ambus Bay Trading Company, 
Limited, and the firm of Mr E. H* Moritz , each 
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mci. i.aving their allied hoimea in Liberia, 

In t o event of any ‘nati-v# enplo. • u- ujinfi in 
the island, the Government take imraediato Jtrps 
to cleiti and forward all monies due to and effect® 
of tho deceased to the Liberian Government autho¬ 
rities at 'lonrovia with full details as to the 
place in li' .iri& whore the deceased came from oo 
that there should be no difficulty respecting the 

nonius and effeoto reaching the relatives of the 

; .»;• V» ( v * 

deceased* 

'’ocoa ; !natation t-or* necessitates er.x loying 

a certain amount of native .labour ndays, and 

usually an employer divides suoii work amongst his 
employees Ly selecting a \ articiuar et cf natives 
to work on o e Sunday, and on the following funds? 
a different gang is chosen. It ia noid that thore 
in no if in the inland thereby a native *ho has to 
vorV or. a Sunday f-.ould receive extra vngeo for 
aucr nervines, but this grievance could be easily 





Ho.38/14* 



easily net by ft epeoial clause in the native 1 # 


agreement to the effect that whonover it night 


be nt'Cessary for his oirj loyer to call upon him 
to work on a lundr.y extra wages would be given 

provided that there u-s no local lav forbidding 
suoh Sunday or*. 

dho rate of s tgea usually paid to a native 
labourer in Fernando Po is One pound five shil¬ 
lings a month, and a plentiful supply of excellent 

# 

food together with good housing are in addition 






given. 

The climate of femando Po is said to be 
not unhealthy to Suropeana who only remain a rea^* 
sonablo time in the island during each tour, and 
1thouch the days may be hot tho evenings are as 
a rule quite cool. Sanitation in the town of 
SAETA ISABEL is well oared ’or by th« local autho¬ 
rities, and water pipes nro laid in all the streets, 
oet of ti e principal houses being commoted with 







nth the main tharo is never any shortage of £;ood 
tator day or night for domestic and othar purpose®. 

It is also reported that tin? soil of tho 
i'jlmd ia of - n enoeodingly rioh a, .rioultural na¬ 
ture, and thora is no doubt that its proapoota for 

• * r % tv 

the future ofo of tho brightest. 


T have tho honour to bo, 
ir, 

''our r«it ob<»di«nt t 

huablo Servant, 



Acting Consul General* 
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BRITISH COHSULATS GZNKRAL, 
MONROVIA. 

July 11th.1914. 


Sir:- 


I havo the honour to transmit herewith oopy 
, of a Report of a tour of inspection in !;orth-West- 
) am Liberia by the British Receiver of Liberian 
Customs, Mr Riohard Sharpe, in April last, fron 
whiah will be gathered how extremely antagonistic 
that part of Liberia is to Customs revenue deri¬ 
vable from the north-teatern frontier stations. 

In the year 1908 1 vaa in the Kabawana dis¬ 
trict for several months, I am therefore able to 
fully endorse the fact that it is not easy for an 

m 

official, foreign or Liberian, to oonprehend the 
total disregard which the native tribeB of the 
north-western boundary districts of Liberia have 


His Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. 
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have for Liberian laws, especially at the present 
tire, if he has had no direct personal aoquaintanoe 
with those natives before, and until sods reason¬ 
able and prompt measures are brought about by t. he 
Liberian Government to remedy the very much prolong¬ 
ed unoatisfaotory and dangerously unsettled state 
of things generally which they know only too well 
exists In the north-western districts matters there 
will continue to grow worse, and existence is like¬ 
ly to become daily more perilous not only for the 
white pioneer, but especially for the Liberian offi¬ 
cials stationed in that part of Liberia, as the 
natives have not forgotten the cruel treatment 
which they suffered at the hands of the ex Liberian 
officials "esrrs* John ?, Cooper and tfilliaa D. 
Lomax* 



X have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble Servant, 


Acting Consul General 
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REPORT OP A TOUR OP IMSPPCTIOH Op KABAVANA AHD 
DISTRICT (MOT-*&3T LIBERIA) ARD 8RARPI, 

BRITISH R2CRIYER OP LIB PR 1,411 CUSTu.:.", APRIL 1914* 


Condition* obtainii in r* .Liberia unfavourable 
in th* effiolmii collection of Cuatras revenue* 
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It ii not ouay ±or an o.’Cicia.1 to comprehend 
the peculiar atansphere of the north-vast boundary 
district if he has haA no iiroet personal acquain¬ 
tance with it. It ie aa atmosphere of general 
nistrust* not unsized, vita military terrorias* 
Opinions -ay differ as to how it has been created; 
but I shall endeavour to indicate how* in ay opi- 
nion, it is b.’in;: perpettiated* To this and I will 
relate a few incidents that case to ay notice in 
the Kabavana district. My object “ill be to show 
how antagonistic this atnosphere is to Custoaa re¬ 
venue derivable team the north-west frontier sta¬ 
tions* 

1* A nuaber of natives ware passins through SaLa- 
wana station with pal*, kernel* for ierra Leone* 
They halted quietly at the C’uHoa on -e and paid 
the requisite export Auty. A rontier Pores Cor¬ 
poral* on duty at Kabavana* noticed a snail knife 
in the possession of one of these natives* Its 
balds •;» no lo.ur -r than that o m ordinary pen- 





pen-knif-, bat the nativa-*ade hand la wns orna- 
-ant*-' with «liver, onpj- r -n# bras*. The Corpo¬ 
ral pounced on th* native and demanded tha knife, 
which was Riven up submissively. After tha na¬ 
tive- ha r ' passed the Corporal male ay steward a 
present of th • Vni •. 

That hose-aad# knife ..- loubtlesa a cherished 
possession f ’ it - ovn«r; an/ on - ay wall lna, in# 
i. t-. t« of thaw a native* ** they entered fi- 
■>rra L ’on* uth their profuco. Had they avoids* 
Kaba*.'aua by ; aa*in^, round by on* of th? nuneroua 
bush-path*, they would not only have waved the 
uoney paid in duty but alao the knife. If they 
were liable to have a snail ornamental knife taken 
from then, what security had they for any of their 
possessions f They knew their liability in the 
aatt«*r of Ou;; ton* -u ti<» ?; they cortainly did 

not know their liability at the hand* of a tyran¬ 
nical and avariciou* woldier. 

Th# Corporal in question was th* only soldier 
stationed at the Kabavana barracks: and one pre- 
saaea therefore, that he was selected as a trust¬ 
worthy oocupant of the post. Yet I found this toi¬ 
ler had taken it upon himself to inpose a fine of 
tm shilliru:o upon a native headuon for what th* 
Corporal alleged was unnecessary delay in complying 
wit); his 0 *-.\<r . or non to cone in to Kabavana froa 
th# town of i'oleaa to repair th# soldiers* houses. 
The para:tount chief at oloua brought the natter to 
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to »y notice* The headflan satisfactorily expliined 
that when ho received tho Corporal's order ho at ones 
eont oat to tho far** where his bod were working; 
od 4 at tho tine ho was taken to tho yuari-roo* his 
■op toro actually enraged ip cutting thatch for tho 
houses. Tho Corporal, who adnitted that ho in- 
to iotain tho headman la tho (litfi^ooi as** 
til tho fine was paid, saw nothing unusual in bis 
•t»toBont tv it tho fino would ha his own perquisite I 
To praotloally *11 of wy quoitions relative 
to ths souro# fron which ho draw his authority for 
poroaptory oriors to friendly chiofs md for his 
finos mi solsuras tho Corporal ropliai valuer 
that 'thoy ware hi* ardors*, and that his nothods 
wars by no bo ms exceptional* ?ron r;y subsequent 
obiorvation 3 I as inclined to agree with his latter 
statement. 

3* On ay journey froB Kabawana to Foya I passoi 
sobo of tho soldiers who had boon sent fraa Kolahun 
barracks to escort Major Mallard, Cennandant of tho 
Frontier Force, and his party of Americans intarost- 
ei in sis 3 ionary work and in trade. Behind tho 
soldiers followed a Cnaaendi native. a Cuaton* 
patrol officer who was accompanying ■*, and who had 
done ahead to sleep in Pokolahun tho previous uieht , 
informed no that the Cona«ndi native had couplained 
th^.t th« ldiors had stoppad his and deprived hint 
of £2-9-6 in cash and a quantity of cotton good* ho 
had brought from peudeabu { s iorra Leone). "ho r,*- 
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native stated that he had passed the Custom* station 
at Faya the day before (12th Apriland had paid 
duty on hi* to ode. Later I ascertained froa the 
Collector at loya that several Connen^i sen had paid 
duty at Foya on the date named. The native traa «* 
hia say from Poya to Kclahun when seized by the sol¬ 
diers. He told the Customs patrol officer that he 
intended to folloa the soldiers to Kabaenna and en¬ 
deavour to get .iustioe froa LUjor Ballard. A* I 
vas subsequently informed by the Collector of Cus- 
toas at Kabavana that the incident had not been 
brought to hia notice, t was left to assume that the 
native had been dissuaded by the soldier* from car¬ 
rying out hi* Intention* 

Fv«n though the toldiere deprived the native 
of hi* good* on the preemption that they ver# not 
duty-paid, the robbery of the nan 1 * cash and the 
fact that the seizure ras not reported to the Cun— 
too* nor the goods handed over to the Collector are 
sufficiently indicative of the illegal intent or 
the soldier* in question. The Custom* patrol of¬ 
ficer state* that he actually heard them discussing 
the division of the money *fot on the read*. 

4. Occasionally suns are reported by Officers of 
the Frontier Force as “proceeds of the sale of snug¬ 
gled goods seized from natives by soldiers*. It 
may safely be assumed that aany of suoh seizures 
are never reported by soldiers te their Officers. 
Seized goods should, of course, be transferred te 
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to the Custom; but the soldiers usually prefer to 
avoid the enquiries a Collactor is required to stake 
in connexion rith the confiscation of uncustomed 
goods. I was assured by Custons Officers that in- 

stances sere not wanting where soldiers had deli¬ 
berately destroyed a native*# receipt for the pay** 
■ent of duty, precursive to relieving the nan of 
his good*. 

6. In December last fergeant Yanbasu of the Fron¬ 
tier "orce, visiting Foya on patrol, entered the 
CVSto® House and flogged Customs patrol officer 
Harvey because the latter refused the Sergeant** 
request for ®oney* The Sergeant proceeded to tell 
the local chief to drive the Custoaa out of tho town 
as they were orly collectteg duties for theme! ves* 
TThen the Collector reported the incident to Lieut* 

Ha j or he r<>o#ived the reply *You uust take that for 
granted*; which, besides being souovhut oryptic, 
was a reply whioh left one to assune that the Lieut-r 
enant fouiil hiiaself called upon to take for granted 
®any outrageous acts on the part of his uen* 

In reporting this case to ate the Colleoter 
pointed out that soldiers were piers latently telling 
chiefs that they (the soldiers) alone represented 
the Governaent, and that as a consequence Custom 
official# and patrol officers got very little re- 
speot fro® chiefs and their people* 

6* The following is an extract frost a letter da¬ 
ted 1 oya, April 20th, lyl4, which I addressed ts 
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to the Officer in coxnand of the Liborlan frontier 
Foro<* at Xolahun 3arracks. 

•I reprot to notify yon that I have thia 
day requested th* Sergeant in char. 1 e of the 
eixht aolllers tho arrived yettoreay for duty 
at Toyn to send back to Xolnhun one of these 
soldiers. 

Th* aolt'ier va^or notice, on the firat 
iliy of hit arrival here, aolestod a native - 
tho vas peaceably carrying a banket of pat 
kernels to the Gustos House for payment of duty- 

and took frota hi* a hansiock. The native oom- 

«, * , _ 1 -■ gzr TP' 

plained to na then paying hi* duty* and at my 
requeat the 5ereeast investigatedthe oate, 
findins the atateaent of the native to bo cor¬ 
rect. T'.e soldier produced the haucteck and 
appeared to think lightly of hi* robbery 

7. In February last a native paid duty at Faya 
on certain joe#* brought from Sierra Leone, inclu¬ 
ding a cap. Thia cap taa seized by three Pesei 
aoidier* stationed at Feya for the preteotion and 
support of the Casters. The cap was deaaade# by 
the Collector of Cuetoes on behalf of Its osner. 

The soKi*rs, however, not only refuted to return 
the cap, but proceeded to tie the native's hand* 
and truao him up vith a stick far having dared to 
coaplain. The stick vaa withdraw* by the Collec¬ 
tor; vhereupn the Collector himself vaa attacked 
by the soldiers, who deliberately shot at him and 
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and chased him out of the Gusto* Homo and its 
grounds* 

The Collector reported tho facts to lieut* 
Major, who had tho offending soli tors sont back to 
barracks and replaced by others. 

I was not surprise! to learn that the Collsc- 
tor at ?oya and his patrol offloors sere actually 
afraid of the soldiers vho were supposed to support 
then; and that they fearw ths action chiefs! might 
take as a consequence of the example set by ths ael- 
diers. These men have appeared to consider it part 
of their business to interfere sith Customs routine 
work; and when the Collector has objected threats 
of violence have been .-iade. 

PETTY TYRANNY . 

.luoh to ay regret I au compelled to say that, 
in general, the work of the Customs in the north* 
vest district has not been aided by the rank and 
file of the Frontier Force, but very seriously ham¬ 
pered. There is a long recital of pettily tyran¬ 
nous acts told against soldiers by Officers of Cus¬ 
toms, and against the Peswi soldier in particular. 

It is these acts that, driving natives frou the ualn 
roads, have made the colleotion of revenue so diffi¬ 
cult. 

It is inconceivable that the power to exercise 
p«ttjr tyranny over illiterare natives should be ves¬ 
ted in equally illiterate natives the happen to sear 
the uniform of a soldier. It is wholly deplorable 
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deplorable that soldier* should feel assured that a 
Vind of high-handed despotism iJ granted to the*. 

I ns convinced that Liberia hat lost such through the 
little brief authority over native* permitted to 
a*n quite incapable of vein properly that autho¬ 
rity* 

1 do not doubt that the present Coaaandtng 
Officer* of the Frontier Force in the north-vest 
district have nude discoveries sinilar to those I 
hay* recounted* and that they are doing their utmost 
to change the attitude of many of their non toward* 
the native. The grovth of year*, however, can kn 
hardly b* reconstituted in a day. To the great less 
of the Republic powerful chief* like Bagba and 
I'ouosa Tanga will continue to seek peace and secu¬ 
rity in t 'irrra Leone until evidence of peace and 
security i* afforded in the district* they have 
vacated in Liberia. 

coittiiggioKaw . 

The north-west territory is rich; and for this 
reason alone it is inperative that official* of un¬ 
impeachable integrity should administer it. Real 
progress ha* already b**n node by the withdrawal 
of unscrupulous Cowlssloners. The entire absence 

of Comissioners I subait to be beyond question bet¬ 
ter for the Qovernaent and the natives then the 
presence of Ceoslasioners whose integrity, whose 
sympathetic, flra and brsad-nlnded adalnlstrativ* 
abilities have not been adequately proven. 

It Must be ronenbered that the sajority of Con- 


A. 
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Conniesloners formerly stationed in north-west 

► 

Liberia ruled by nothing abort of a syaten of r- 
tial lav of tha crudest kind. Ko country can »a- 
twrir.lly pre»res* under a continuance of that con¬ 
trolling but sterilizing law, especially whan it 
takes senerally tha font of arbitrary rule by indi¬ 
vidual soldiers. 7or partial lav is necessarily th 
government of Immediate fear, under which farm crop* 
seldom flourish* And farn crops have not flourish¬ 
ed. in ih»* north—district for several years* 

SXACTIOIif . 

Tha country is slowly recovering frost the ex¬ 
act tr-rr art# misrule of Connie si oners. The exact¬ 
ions of soldiers, however, ^re still a source of un¬ 
rest, and often of sullen resentment which dares 
not find express!oc. It haw bean the practice for 

native towns to be called upon to furnish carrier?, 
aoosR^oiation and food to soldiers without prospect 
or hope of payment. 

X vieh wholly to b« fair to the officials com¬ 
manding or mine soldiers before the establishment 
of the Customs Receivership, If ration allowances 
sere net forthcoming, they had, I presume, to do 
the b*st they oould for their men* That best aeint 
"requirinfe", or, in other wor-'s, unconditionally 
demanding frois chiefs whatever was wanted which hap¬ 
pened to^Lo available to the chiefs* ooumand. 

This proceeduru coujd ,.ol jossibly be oondit- 
cive to Customs revenue. SoldUn were powerful 







powerful sun*' ha# to be* i ppe^sed. The Xus tons staff 

»«• not powerful; an# if tha additional imposition 
it isad* in the Kutt*r of duties ware avoided* the 
Cus tons tar a not in a position to nets out such 
punishRent a* th* Military "ore*? w*ra able to in¬ 
i' Hot. Hence it baoana recognised by chief a that 
a* lonff a* soldiers tore leapt cantented Cuttons of¬ 
ficers could be ignored alnoat with impunity. More¬ 
over* then, aa a raault of an axacutiva order of 
Hi* Excellency Uta President, Connisaionera uni 
military offioers tor* forbidden to oollaot reve¬ 
nue , the Frontier Fare a loot uuoh »f its interest 
in tha fork of the Customs an tba boundary; and na¬ 
tives aero deliberately Ivan tha iafression that 
it was tha Frantier force* and not tha Customs staff* 
which r-preaanted tha Gowauant of Liberia. This 
iupreaaion still exists* an., to sous axtant i- still 
baini fostered by soldier* who apparently resent 
tha presence of Customs patrol aan, anil who often 
do much towards lessening tha respect Colleotors of 
Customs have endeavoured to obtain for thair vary 
restrietad patrols. 

It cannot ba acid that provision is net now 
*ade for tha ration allowance! and pay of aol.liars. 
Yet I found soldiers still ■raquirin*'* without pay- 
nant food* accommodation, and carriers for thair 
peraonal affects. They find no opposition to thair 
(tenants; for carbines have increased thair foroe as 
an ftrtdmoat since natives hava - vary wisely - bean 
relieved of the majority of their guns. I feel 
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feel sure that the Officers now in comnani of the 
Perce do net approve of these exactions; but a cob- 

■.lzsior*# Officer cannot accoapany every snail de- 
tachnent of -*n toviae about tho country. Corpo¬ 
rals fin* it A iff ic vi It to prevent their sen - par¬ 
ticularly th« Pessi wen - froa inquiring in their 
aciiaisitiV' toiuencies; ini often the ' orporals 
Jdv’wseivea c not clearly see why f.oo.c should net 
belong te him vhe has the pever to take thee* 

a Ha^ai/a>_MSAai3?* 

It is too Mi c. to axj net that reliable non- 
ooweissioneA Officers can be train** at short notioe 
in sufficient .umber# to ensure full control over 
each *u 11 '’taohwent of roldier* ,’etailed for pa¬ 
trol or other work. But until these Officers are 

available I venture to sugge-st that it would be well 
to consider the Advisability of keeping the een 
wore strictly confine* to -arraoks, leaving free 
froa soldiery those districts which sadly need a 
respite 'roT; exaotlon#* These districts are now 
fully acquainted with the force the Governwent hae 
at it# cornan. » ihejr ’iav« acknowledged Government 
o on fuel: but to a re. rattan lo ext nt they have 
frown to identify that control with oppression* 

RBFQPULATIQN OF TOTS . 

Ti e town-’- that hav* lv«n abandoned by their 
inhabit'into will, I fee 1 sure, regain activity all 
the wore readily if it becoj.es known that soldiers 
are concentrated in the barracks, will not be quar- 






quartered in the town* ae lone peace and orda# 

prevail. 

It in ’“util* to assert that those chiefs and 
their people who have crossed the boundary into 
terra L«one have no t 3«jira tn return to their farms 
and homos in Liberia. Bagba and !!oua*a Tanga per¬ 
sonally assured mo of thoir willingness to return. 
But, impoverished, they ask positive evidence that 
they will bo permitted to livo an ’. nay* thoir farms 
in pcaoo in th* localiti*' they hay* left. ff'Sak- 
«noi r they * k protection by t’no Government against 
any aggression on the part of other tribos. That 
protootion thoy would profor to take the form of a 
foroo -er.t direct from barracks, to which it should 
return as -oon &.» iv<i work ha* been done: a forco 
that will aot promptly and firmly; that fill levy 
no domaiu* upon friendly towns for produce or la¬ 
bour unloss fair payment is of fared in return. 

Above all, perhaps,, thoy ask that ( onnissionors 
shall not bo permitted to intrigue with ohiofs for 
personal rain. ; lightly or wrongly. several chiefs 
have the impression thv.t the Killian of tho para¬ 
mount CoNuondi chief Uambu by the Band! chief Boom- 
booqueliy, involving the flight of the latter into 
Sierra Leone, was a culminating point in tho machi¬ 
nations of a Commissioner. 


nR-fltSTABLlSaWR OP COVER!: 
AUTHORfTY AT L/ TKOkBU. 
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The withdrawal of #o) i«r* *om peaceful dis¬ 
tricts would permit of a stronger force being avail- 







avaiiaM;* for netiv* 'orfc in rob Bilious districts. 

In August, 1913, th* Collootor of Customs at Laia- 
S«du, a station near the juncture of th* Anelo-L if Sy¬ 
rian an: 1 Pranco-Liberlan boundaries, tras attacked 
and killed by the Gixsi chief Larw»ua, who aoted 
with the support of the parauount chief Kanganya* 

The Custoa house van looted* Objection to the pojr- 
' m«nt of Custom duties ms tha raison i’Hv* of the 
outrage* dine* tha toalh of the Collector the 
Laingadn district has remained in open rebellion, 
and no attenpt has been sails to reestablish Gas- 
toua authority* 

The faot that nin* loathe have alapsed without 
the murderous Lan^ana bains brought to account hard* 
ly uahes for r«rp*et on the pstrt or other Qhlaft for 
Government authority* These chiefs stust question 
fhsther cr not it ic batter to subi.it to the payuant 
of duties ant exactions of soldiers than to defy 
tha authority that orders or peruits thasa imposts* 

It is tha opinion of the Custom staff in the 
north-vast distriot (, including patrol nan who war* 
with tha deceased Collector prior to hi* deathj that 
fifty soldiers would bo ample to punish th* rebel¬ 
lious chiafs end restore order at Lainxedu. Having 
regard to the strength of the frontier force In the 
district tha Collectors of Custom have been at a 
loss to unt'erstanA why punitive measures have not 

been tahen* I.iin.u va.* an important strategetio 

station for the Cantors, and I hall be '.lad to 
learn that a force has been sent to bring the chief* 



14 


chief* under tubjection. 

; Thil«t at ; oya I wan in corttuniaation with 
Kanranya and L an.*;ana through para*ownt chief Day— 
»*ah. \t r.y request Darwaah h*l* a conference with 
th« r-calcitrant chiefs, who in*tructed him to in- 
f 01 *k r>« that all agreed "to atop the *■»*• Dar- 
weah laid ha thought th* L-anf*aiu chief* would be 
prepared to make satiifactory reparation to th« 
vernsent for tha death of tha Collector of Cus¬ 
toms; bat h« was quit* unable to say if thsy would 
consent to th* r*-e*tabli*h»enl of a Custom Hows*. 
Pari or. lily* I thin): it probable that both Kaaganya 
and Langama will escape aero** th* Frenoh bouaiary 
as soon ns they learn that a punitive foro* ha* baoa 
i'^p.Uched against theuu ttiasi "town** ar* very 
*ttall f of tan consisting of only six or sight houses; 
chief?. in th* Laingedu loo.-lit;; bain* numerous ra¬ 
ther than powerful. 

EPTAPLISHMFRT 0? A COfiTOKS STATION ) 

AT OAYbAlUJK {OELAUK). ) 

Caylahun 1* an tapertant town within th* north¬ 
ern section of th* Gola forest, two says walk south 
of Ku'oawana. .'he district is rich in pals k*rn«la 
ant pala oil, whioh find a market in Pierra Leone, 
bain* axchan e :or cotton*, in, tobacco, etc, 

Th®** palm product* and trad# coeds now pass re¬ 
spectively ?*ro= and into Liberia without payment of 
duty. A Custom House at Gaylahun would, besides 
collecting an appreciable amount of revenue, link 
Up its patrols with those of Kabirana, and guide 
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S”ide through tii* CustoB* many of the inport* that 
are escaping duty-free by beinf passed into the Re¬ 
public slons paths south of ths Kabawana patrdl. 

In tiv* hop* of nutablishinr th* station I took 
a email Custom* staff with a* to Gaylahun. The 
paramount chief, Fingba Claaba, vho oaao in fpou 
Jawajcy, offered the ;:onifo3tly untrue statement 
that "Proaident iosard had told hit at lionruYia 
that he need not pay duties*, adding that he wanted 
a letter frost the President before considering the 
question of a Customs station* 

As a result of a subsequent consultation be¬ 
tween the paramount chief and chiefs I was definite¬ 
ly informed that they refused to consider the eita- 
biUiment of a Custoa House in the distrlot: and it 
was decided that food should be refused to any Cuc- 
toas of.ioers I alfht leave in the tow:.. It was 
significant that even so far south as Gaylahun I 
was Questioned about Lainpedu. 

•'bile the roRd frou Gaylahun to Sierra Leon# 
(Biaaa) is kept clean, that leading to Kabawana has 
received no attention froa the Gaylahun side; doubt- 
le*s because the chiefs do not invite the attention 
of the Frontier Force or the Cuetone. TraversInf 

the latter road involves about ten hours difficult 
walking through'uninhabited bunk, or rather, forest. 
Soldiers h ;ve rarely vioit*«’ Gaylahun? and this fact 
very possibly has tender to confirm any wronc im¬ 
pressions the paramount chief nay have gathered du¬ 
ring his visits to Monrovia. 

All that is needed for the establishment with- 
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without friction of a Cue ton Hems* at Caylahun is 

the terporary presence c? >.bo«t twenty or thirty 
- ol» it'Vn to iKpresa th* chief* that t!.o force* of 
Governaent nr* mpportirp: the Cue tow* officer*. 

paramount chief Piiyjba Ciaiaba. who wore the 
inscribed silver decoration presented by ex-Presi- 
.ant Barclay to paramount chi-tf *, appeared to we 
to be a shifty character upon *o* no reliance 
should be placed. 

J5Ri3CTIO!J OP APPARATUS FOR THR DISTILLATION) 

OP POTABLE SPIRIT AT KABlffA ..A. ) 

Pr.Abayowx Cole ha* a still of con*iderable 
capacity awaiting erection at Kabawana. On behalf 
of til* African Industrial Association Ltd. he i* 
about to . .k«' o eu; .ir plantation, presumably with a 
vie* to the Manufacture of ruw. 

I nave on previouo occasion* pointed out the 
difficulties that arise fro: the local distillation 
of spirit*. hould chap upirlt Manufactured by 
Dr.Cole at Kabavana be obtained by soldier* - either 
in Liberia or i*rra Leone - trouble i* certain 
sooner or later to arise. ithout again dwelling 
upon the requirements of flection 93 of tho Brussels 
Convention, or upon the loss of Dus ton* revenue 
that will result from the local production of al¬ 
cohol, J' vnuH »ost earnestly urc« that in tho host 
inter of north-vest Tib ri t the lirtillation of 
potable ei irito in that locality be prohibited* 

The wanyeinfluential oitisens of Monrovia who 
are interested in the African Industrial Associa¬ 
tion on ht surely to tajc» i’ liberal vim of tho 
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the question, and oonsent to devote their activi¬ 
ties to project* of the Association other than that 
of the ..i it illation of spirit for native consurpOion. 

CUSTOflft PATROLS . 

fhe nunbor of patrol officers (hr If of vhoa 
are at present without guns) has boon restrict*# 
because it has been demanded that a Cut tone • tat ion 
in the Kabavana district should collect sufficient 
revenue to pay for its maintenance. Compliance 
with this deaand has made an adequate patrol iapoi- 
j!ih 1 e. era similar con*itions inpo' a i upon the 
Oavally River stations it wouli b- neoeasarjr entire¬ 
ly to abandon then - obviously an unvite proceeding. 
It is highly probable that an extended service on 
the north-vest bouniariel voult nth in .< reasonable 
length of tir.e lead to an appreciable increase of 
revenue. 

I aa disposed to regard the lelf-supportim; 
basis upon which the north-vestern stations are de¬ 
pendent an being in the nature of a short-sighted 
policy, unproi r tivo n’ nor.-»ffeetivo fron a reve¬ 
nue standpoint* Revenue control vher. attempted 
should be ...o oonpl-H* is po ib.le. It should not 
be confined to districta There trade is nost active, 
sine?* trade routes my be deviated through uncon¬ 
trolled districts, leaving the Customs with no al¬ 
ternative but to follow. An of. ici«nt preventive 
service tends to 1 tap trade to iia natural routes, 
as no fiscal advantage oan b« ained by the adop- 




a ’option of new routes. 


FRAaCO-LIillimAH BOUNDARY. 

ffhil* thp Anglo-Lib*rian boundary has boon 
un**»r a on* dot roo of fiscal control for several 
years, no attest has y*t bean tt*i* to establish 
Customs station* uJ on* tha greater part. of th* 
FrsimnHLtberian boundary. Tha work of tha Connis- 
ston now surveying that boundary.will prepare tha 
way for a Cushon* survey. 

A QUESTION FOR IV .,.: ■ •■ tiSIDmilOK. 

Th* whola qua*tion of Custoa houses on th# 
land frontiers of tha Republic will at sota future 
•lata require careful cons iteration* Ko attenpt 
Is. Bade to collect Unties upon imports entering tha 
Protectorate of ”i#rra Loon* froi. tha north anil 
north-aact; poasibly upon tha assiusption that tha 
quantity of nuch inports ia too snail to justify 
tha naintananoa'of an efficient revenue service for 
tha purpose. Moreover, goods entering Sierra Leona 
through its ports of sntrjr are soli throughout the 
Protectorate at prices which *Lo not induce coop-^- 
tition iron roois which have^borne heavy freight 
Charges in branch Guinea, in addition to duty 
chargee at Conakry. Whan tha naans of conKunica¬ 
tion with the Liberian hinterland are improved, 
■archants nay be able to control the hinterland 
trade by poods passing through ports of entry of 
tha Republic, and inporta froa contiguous countries, 
will not • attally increase. 
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increso*. 

xrort ;«ties .»r« not ormsidered advisable 
in Pi n»ra Leone* h <ir presence in the Liberian 
tariff is doubtless • ua to a pressinj Henand for 
funds rather than to a definite eabnonio polio/. 

The adoption of such a policy aay in inn season 
1->a^ to th* abolition of export duties on pal* 
product* and piassava. and perhaps rubber; 1ravine 
only ivory § - 1 autiuble •'sport of importance. 

It is possible, therefore, that Liberia nay 
in ti t bo -iapoaci to view the ..us at ion of a Cits- 
toas aervice on land frontiers in the sane llfiht as 
it is nov viewed by the Sierra Leone £overnnent* 


s 




s 







op qoluctob op curtoKI a.tj.thomar at laIK- 
opm if atgbbt. in?. 


As no detailed report of the ciroumotanoea at— 
tending the death of Collector Thomas has yet been 
r/’.de, the following particulars may hr of interest* 

"everal Cays boforn Thomas was lurdorod he was 
warned by some Cor::.;and 1 natives that the Giaoin un¬ 
der chief Langama intended to kill him and abolish 
thr> Customs nervier’ in the locality* Thomas replied 
that hid duty vos to collect revenue at Laingedu, 
ani that he should continue to collect it. 

At. the tiro of his death Thomas was in the Cus- 
to:. iU8« preparing hia offioial returns. Pith on* 
sic apt ion the preventive officers attached to the 
station were out on patrol in their respective dis¬ 
tricts. Patrol officer Alley, remaining at Lain- 
gedu f oat a number of Cassis going towards the Cus¬ 
tom House with guns aid cutlasses. Having pravioua- 
ly been warned that after the Collector had been 
killed short work would be made of patrol officers. 
Alley ran to hide himself in the adjaoent bush, from 
which he watched proceedingfi. 

Shots were fired into the Custom ouse. Thomas 
replied with a carbine, without effect, save that the 
Ginsis hesitated 1 1 their approach* "'hilst awaiting 
developments the Collector was unexpectedly haoked 
in the shoulder with n cutlass wielded by a native 



* 
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native man i‘nnide the house, whom Thomas had re¬ 
garded 'u 'riond. 

With one arm useless Ihomae endeavoured to re- 
au;.u- firing t the discis, ;;ho :-ov continued their 
■roach* Finding the task impossible, he attain¬ 
ted to escape; but weakened by bis wound he was 
quickly caught and shot several times within a few 
yards of the Custom house, ho was promptly decap¬ 
itated by his pursuers, wno placed Ilia head on a 
a tick and made it the symbol of a wild orgy. 

All cash and documents in the Custom house 
¥ere seised, the officers out on patrol were warn¬ 
ed and advised to run for their lives. Accordingly 
they lost no tine in escaping to ioya. One of 
then, wishing Ito satisfy himself that the Collector 
had really been killed, returned to Laingedtt sons 
days later, and irae put in native stock.; for his 
curiosity, 

Thor .as di-'d in defence cf his post, do ser¬ 
vant of the Republic could have done more. The 

faot that he was a native o: . ;rra Leone adds lua- 

* 

tre to his loyalty, I suggest that official recog¬ 
nition of his devotion to duty right take the form 
of an inscribed tablet placed to his memory in the 
Custom House, 

(Signed) RICHARD GIIAKPR 

. * * 0 . 


a 
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BRITISH CONSULATS GRNBRAL* 
MONROVIA. 

August 14 th. 1914. 


8ir:- 

I have the honour to acknowledge the due re¬ 
ceipt of all your instructions which have boon re¬ 
ceived by no to this date and vhiah X am most care¬ 
fully following. I have no naval intelligence to 
report for the Quarter ended June 30th., or up to 
the present time of writing. 

It la feared that there may be soon a short¬ 
age of food supplies in Monrovia, as well as in the 
Liberian coast ports and coast settlements, and X 
have already taken the initiative in discussing 
with the President of Liberia and the Diplomatic 
and Consular Corps the neapsnary steps which should 
be taken in the event of the Liberian and other 


His Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. 
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other natives at any time attenoting to loot the 
foreign stores or the property of private indivi¬ 
duals. 

The President has lost no tine in taking ell 
necessary precautions and has issued orders to the 
effect that during the war in airope each one of 
the local stores without distinction shall bo guar¬ 
ded and protected by local military patrols during 
the day and night, likewise the town for the safe¬ 
ty of all its Liberian and foreign inhabitants. 

Everything has been very quiet here since the 
news of the outbreak of war. The local traders 
have already advanced the prices of their stooks- 
In-trade by fifty per coat, and they intend, should 
it be necessary to do so, to cease selling alto¬ 
gether to the publio generally until they are as¬ 
sured by their respective hone firms whether fur¬ 
ther stocks of goods are likely to be continued to 
be sent out to then during the tine which the war 


nay last. 
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last. Fortunately for the natives thi3 In their 
rico ■'-tnnon end supplies though stroll are loginning 
to arrive In to*n daily from the near country die- 
trlotn. 

The present population of Monrovia conslate 
of about six thousand Liberian and native people. 
The British residents in Monrovia to-day number 
fifteen persons, the French tvelve persons, and the 

Germans ninety persons. 

* * 

I have interviewed the British Sierra Leone 
subjects in Monrovia explaining to then that they 
should all rapienber they are living at present in 
a noutml foreign country, and it ia therefore their 
duty to ascist in every way possible in keeping that 
neutrality by the strict observance of proper and 
peaceful conduct at all tines. which they have pro¬ 
mised faithfully to do. The other British subjects 
here both white and native I have spoken to on the 
sane subject and in a similar manner and all of 
thon are acting most loyally. 
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3 orally. 

IiO Gorman icorchant ships tro nor ooBinunioatins 

*ith Liberian ports* 


C-^ 


I have the honour to bo* 
Sir, 

your moat obedient* 

htyable Bi'rw t. 

-x ]V>\. 



AX 


Noting Consul General. 
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BRITISH COHSUIATF GRKRRAJi » 

::uhrovxa. 

September 1; th 




Sir:- 

I have the honour to inclose copies of two 
j, • 1 'ttera dated the 3rd and 16th instant, received 

Yror the regiment British coru.unity in and near 
'onrovia she ore moat anxious to exprean their 
loyalty in the British o^nse b 7 gladly responding 
to the call for subscriptions to His Royal High¬ 
ness the Prince of alien * Relief Fund, and I beg 
v^to inclo3a herewith their subscription lint and 

t * j- ? -J& - - 1 




dra-‘t on the RenV o ' 'ntinh oat ifrion, J Irited, 

Jj&y' 

m:i37A6.Q for the amount subneribed, namely: Thirty oeven 



pounds, sixteen nhillings sterling, which sum I 
beg to request nay bo forwarded to the Treasurer 
of the Relief Fund in the names of the subscribers 


I have t': ■ honour to b= , 

Sir, 

Your no.it o’ odient*. 

- hmable Servant* 

S— j,—— VnA 


His Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of state for 
Foreign Affairs. 


Acting Consul General 
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i ~L< • / * sJ , yrC~b . X/?/. /£ KjiU 

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FROM BRITISH SUBJECTS, AND 
» 

OKK GREEK SUBJECT, RESIDENT IN AND KHAR MONROVIA, 
FOR TRANSMISSION BY THE ACTING BRITISH CONSUL GENE 
RAL, MR M.Y.K.PARKS, TO HIS ROYAi- HIGHNESS THE 
PRINCE OP 'ALES- RELIEF FUND, LONDONi- 


Mr Pieroa P, Taylor 
Mr Richard Sharpe 
Mr Rouart R, Appleby 
Mr Ralph K, Cotton 
Mr A.J.Navton 
Mr and Mrs F.H.Holland 
Mr A.W.Monhe 
Mr Harry Smith 
Mr U.G.Robinaon 
Mr G.A.Taylor 
Mr Ch«t»ynd Pifroit 
Mr V.J.Tatlock 
Mr R.f.Caraptio 
Mr P.Saundera 
Hr Horridire 


£ 3 • a . 0 
, <Jm 0 

2* i » 0 

3. 3, 0 
3» 3 • 0 
5 . 5 . 0 
8 . 8 . 0 
2 . 2 . 0 
2 . 2 . 0 
2 , 2 , 0 
2 . 2 , 0 
2 . 2 . 0 
1 . 1 . 0 
0.10. 6 
0.10. 6 


- £35.14. 0 

Mr D.E.Petropouloj - Graak subjact - k, 2, 0 


Total: £37.1$, 0 


Monrovia, 

Libaria, f a3t Africa. 
September 16th 1914. 











